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H.M.S. CENTAUR-New Angled-Deck Carrier 
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Photo Ciown Lopv'iltht 


This unusual photograph of H.M.S. Centaur, the first Royal Naval Aircraft Carrier to be fitted with the new Angle Deck, was taken after 

her recent refit at Portsmouth 
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Our frontispiece is u picture of 
II.M.S. Centaur, liritain's lint angled 
deck carrier, taken during her re¬ 
cent successful trials in the Channel. 
She Is shortly expected to embark 
her three squadrons — K06 (Sea 
Hawk), 810 (Sea Fury) and 820 
(Avenger)—and to sail for the 
Mediterranean about the end of 
July. 

The Centaur, the lirsl of the four 
Hermes-class aircraft carrien and 
the sixth ship of her name, was laid 
down in Belfast by Mcssn. Ilarland 
& Wolff l.ld.. in May, 1944, and was 
launched liy II.R.II. The Duchess of 
Kent in April. 1947. Shortly after¬ 
wards, work on the ship was sus¬ 
pended, but in 1951 she was put in 
hand for completion and finally 
commissioned in September, 1955. 
However, the advent of the angled 
deck necessitated changes in all car¬ 
riers under construction, and Cen¬ 
taur spent live months in Portsmouth 
Dockyard having an interim <51 de¬ 
grees) angled deck fitted, and linally 


sailed for flying trials in April of this 
year. 

The first Centaur was a 24-gun 
Sixth Rate, launched in 1746 and 
used for routine work during the 
Seven Years War. She was sold 
shortly afterwards. The second Cen¬ 
taur, a 74-gun Third Rate captured 
from the French in 1759, served 
valiantly in the West Indies before 
foundering in a severe gale off New¬ 
foundland. The third Centaur, an¬ 
other 74-gun Third Rate, was 
launched in 1797 at Woolwich and 
distinguished herself on numerous 
occasions during the Napoleonic 
Wars, after which she was broken 
up. The fourth ship of the name was 
one of the earliest paddle-wheel 
steam frigates which saw action 
against the Russians during the 
Crimean War and later against the 
Chinese. The fifth Centaur, a light 
cruiser, was launched in 1916 and 
served as Flagship of the destroyers 
based at Harwich during the First 
World War. 


FLEET AIR ARM NUMBER 

See Centre Pages 
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Special Article and 
Pictures 


Drafting 

Forecast 

COMMISSIONING 
PROGRAMME FOR THE 
NEXT SIX MONTHS 

THE FOLLOWING Portsmouth- 
manned ships arc expected to commis¬ 
sion on general service between now 
and the end of the year: 

Late August: H.M.S. Duchess 
(Mcditcrrancan/Homc Fleet). 

October: H.M.S. Magpie (South 
Atlantic Home Fleet); H.M.S. Charity 
(Mcditcrrancan/Homc Fleet); H.M.S. 
Whitesand Bay (Fast Indies/Home 
Fleet) 

December; H.M.S Agincourt; 
H.M.S. Barrosa. 

There arc already a number of 
volunteers for the above ships. Any 
other men who may wish to volunteer 
for them should do so as early as pos¬ 
sible. Remember that the ships will be 
in commission for eighteen months 
and are expected to spend not more 
than twelve months away from the 
United Kingdom. 

After H.M.S. Modesto, whose new 
ship's company will be leaving early in 
July, there are no Portsmouth-manned 
ships commissioning for foreign service 
before the end of the year. The next 
one is expected to be H.M.S. Concord 
(Far East station) in January 


N AVAL Men as well as Naval Outfitters arc anxiously awaiting 
the results of the trials of Naval jumpers with rip fasteners and 
irousers with fly front instead of the traditional fall front. 

BARNETTS for the Iasi seven years have been making lull Irom 
irousers with side pockets as in civilian trousers; thereby a rating simply 
lifts his jumper up the same as a lackci would be lifted and slides his 
hand into the side pocket, and in every way this type of trouser conforms 
with Naval Regulations. Should 'he fly from trousers Ik lound satis¬ 
factory. we shall, of course, make these as soon as we get permission to' 
do so, but it will take some time to gel used (o a Service pair of trousers 
for Stokers and Seamen without (he traditional fall front 
BARNETTS have had the pleasure of making the Naval Uniforms for 
such films as “Scon of the Antarctic," “The Gift Horse" and "Single 
Handed." To fit a well-known star one has to be correci in every respect, 
as. of course, these suits arc seen by probably millions ol people: and if 
Sonny Tufls in "The Gifi Horse” and Jeff Hunter in "Single Handed" 
can be satisfactorily fitted by BARNETTS, you can have every confidence 
in getting a well-fitting Jumper and Trouser Suil made of a good serge 
incorporating the side pocket 

BARNETTS 

Naval & Civilian Outfitters 

CONTRACTORS TO THE ADMIRALTY 


145 Queen Street, Portsmouth 
32 William Street. Devonport 


4 Railway Street, Chatham 
4 The Hard. Portsmouth 
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Navy N«W8 Navy in Parliailienl Black Sheep 

EMTO * : w I SPEND a lot of lime in the cells. Now ! streets but mv old frien. 


Eorroa: 

Rev. W J. E. T.e«enn»-Pittolt. O.B.E.. R N 
Rov»l Naval Barracks PnmmouUi 

lei.; Porumouib 74371 (Em. 2913) 


Message from Flag 
Officer Air (Home) 

WHEN I HAD read the first issue of 
the Portsmouth Navy News I realised 
that the staff and contributors had 
combined to produce a very readable 
and eye-catching paper. With all this 
good material in the body of the paper, 
it is probable that the last thirty you 
will read in this issue will be the intro¬ 
duction. Now that you have seen the 

E icturcs and read the articles, you 
now something of the past and 
present of the Fleet Air Arm. The hard 
work and faith of its early pioneers 
was amply justified and enabled us to 
meet a great challenge at sea in the 
Second World War. That challenge is 
still with us today. 

The Fleet Air Arm and the aircraft 
carriers now represent more than one- 
fifth of the total manpower of the 
Navy, and on them rests the responsi¬ 
bility for the main striking power of 
the Fleets. In defence of the shipping 
of our country they play no small part, 
whatever forms of attack may come. 
It is a big job and a vital one. 

The ability to adapt oneself readily 
to new situations is ol first importance. 
New aircraft and more effective and 
powerful weapons are constantly being 
added to the strength of the Navy. 
This means that the officers and men 
of the Fleet Air Arm cannot rest con¬ 
tent on their laurels and must continue 
to be pioneers of ever changing 
methods. It is this feeling which keeps 
them on their Iocs and makes for a 
sense of adventure and a personal 
share in the march of events. 

On behalf of the Fleet Air Arm I 
send greetings and best wishes for its 
continued success to the Navy News 
from over the water. 

J. A. S. ECCLES. 

yice-Ailmiral. 


EDITORIAL 

THE FIRST issue of the Navy Ntws 
has been well received and congratula¬ 
tions have been sent not only from 
naval personnel but from firms who 
have advertised and from other news¬ 
papers. 

The issue has been sold out and 
orders for July have already increased. 

We intend to feature a branch of 
the Navy in each issue and in this num¬ 
ber our principal articles arc devoted 
to the Fleet Air Arm. Photographs and 
contributions tell of the latest develop¬ 
ments in Naval Aviation, which we be¬ 
lieve will be of interest to all readers. 

The August issue will feature the 
Submarine Service and should be of 
special interest to all submariners. 

We arc grateful to an anonymous 
donor who has given three prizes for 
the best three articles to be written on 
Navy News, full details of this com¬ 
petition appear elsewhere. 

In response to a number of requests 
we publish our first crossword, and we 
hope to make this a regular feature of 
the newspaper. 

This month we have received more 
contributions from ships and estab¬ 
lishments and we arc very grateful to 
all who have contributed by their 
articles, subscriptions and suggestions. 

We have received so much “Com¬ 
mand News" that we have been un¬ 
able to publish several articles. 

It would greatly help if contributors 
from ships and establishments restrict 
their articles to 300 words. 

We tender our regrets to those whose 
articles do not appear in this issue and 
every endeavour will be made to pub¬ 
lish them next month. 

All inquiries for advertising space 

to be sent to: 

The Advertisement Manager. 

Gale & Poldcn Ltd.. 

Ideal House. Argyll Street. 

London, W.t. 

Tel.: Gerrard 4171. 


Messing in H.M.Y. Britannia 

ON MAY 26 the First Lord of the 
Admiralty was asked why the latest 
bunks, sleeping facilities and the new 
system of cafeteria messing have not 
been included in H.M.Y. Britannia, 
and why the accommodation for the 
crew has been so limited that junior 
ratings sleep in the same compartments 
as they eat. In his reply the First Lord 
said: 

“Only the junior ratings are accom¬ 
modated in broadside messes and sleep 
in hammocks. As my hon. and gallant 
Friend the Parliamentary and Finan¬ 
cial Secretary stated in the Navy 
Estimates debate on March 9. experi¬ 
ments are proceeding in the use of 
bunks and of cafeteria messing, but 
there is so far insufficient experience 
to justify their general adoption 
Incidentally, opinion on the relative 
merits of the two systems, among 
British ratings, is divided. 

“The accommodation standards for 
the ship's company are as good in Her 
Majesty's Yacht Britannia as in any 
other of Her Majesty's ships, and con¬ 
siderably better than in most of the 
older ones." 

Naming of ILM. Ships 

Mr. P. Williams asked the First Lord 
of the Admiralty whether he will con¬ 
sider the possibility of naming one of 
the ships in the Royal Navy H.M.S. 
Sunderland, to which the First Lord 
of the Admiralty replied: 

“Names have already been chosen 
for all Her Majesty's ships and vessels 
on order or under construction. I will, 
however, arrange that the adoption of 
the name Sunderland it given con¬ 
sideration when a suitable opportunity 
occurs." 

Training of Cadets 

On June 3 the First Lord of the 
Admiralty outlined the new organisa¬ 
tion of the early training of naval 
officers in the light of the decision that 
in future cadets will enter the Royal 
Navy about the age of 18. 

Summarised, this means that cadets 
of the new entry, who join the Navy 
from May. 1955. onwards, will receive 
a comprehensive course of training 
centred at the Royal Naval College. 
Dartmouth, partly on shore and partly 
afloat in a small squadron on Her 
Majesty's ships. The whole of their 
early training, lasting about two years, 
will thus be conducted by a single 
authority located at Dartmouth, and 
the full capacity of the Britannia Royal 
Naval College will be used for this 
purpose. 

Cadets will, as now. be promoted to 
midshipmen after one year of service, 
i and on finally passing out of the Col- 
| lege they will go to sea with the Fleet 
| as acting sub-lieutenants to complete 
! their training. Thus we say good-bye 
to that figure so long associated with 
the tradition of the Navy—a midship¬ 
man at sea. 

Wearing of Civilian Clothes 

Asked why junior ratings in the 
Koval Navy are not allowed to wear 
civilian clothes when walking out of 
naval shore establishments, and 
whether he will consider granting this 
concession in the near future, the First 
Lord of the Admiralty replied: 

“The main reason is the difficulty 
of controlling large numbers passing 
in and out of barracks, where the 
population changes quickly, without 
introducing extra restrictions or 
security precautions. I will, however, 
consider whether any modification of 
the existing regulation is practicable." 

National Service 

The First laird of the Admiralty 
was also asked what was the normal 
lime to elapse between the discharge 
of a National Service rating and the 
despatch of his original Form S.459 
(his Service Certificate); and the nor¬ 
mal time to elapse before the discharge 
of a National Service rating and the 
adjustment of his back pay and final 
settlement, including pay to cover 


advancement to higher rate confirmed 
after discharge. Also why there was a 
long delay of two months and six 
months respectively in the case of a 
certain National Service able seaman. 
The First Lord of the Admiralty, in 
his reply, stated: 

“A National Service rating usually 
gets his final balance of pay about 
half-way through his release leave, and 
his Service Certificate just before his 
final discharge. 

“The able seaman in question re¬ 
ceived his pay settlement as ordinary 
seaman during his release leave, but 
he was in the unusual position of 
having spent part of his service as a 
coder, and final settlement was delayed 
while a decision was sought on whether 
his time as coder could be counted in 
assessing his eligibility for advance¬ 
ment to able seaman. I very much 
regret this delay, which was quite 
exceptional." 

Admiral Sir Dudley North 

On June 2 the First Lord of the 
Admiralty answered a number of ques¬ 
tions. 

In reply to a question by Mr. Stokes, 
he outlined the Admiralty account of 
the circumstances surrounding the pas¬ 
sage of three Vichy French cruisers 
from the Eastern Mediterranean 
through the Straits of Gibraltar to the 
north coast of Africa in 1940, when 
Admiral Sir Dudley North was in 
command of the North Atlantic Sta¬ 
tion. This unhappy period, when our 
attitude to the Vichy French Navy was 
being decided, has now been brought 
to the fore again by the publication of 
the Official Naval History of the war. 


WHAT’S ON 

JULY. 1*54 

I. 1st to 10th: Southsca Lawn Tennis 
Tournament. 

3. Naval Air Day. Ford. 

Hillsca Aquatic Gala. 

Nuffield United Services Officers’ 
Club. Evening Dress Dance. 
United Services v. Hampshire 
Hogs. 

7. 7th to 9th: Hants v. Worcs. 

7th and 8th: Whale Island Tourna¬ 
ment. H.M.S. Excellent. 1330. 

*. 9th to llth: Triangular Fixtures. 

H.M.S. St. Vincent. 

10. 10th to 13th : Hants v. I.eics. 

12. Strand Rep. in “Me and My Girl." 
H M S. Mercury. 2000. 

15. H.M.S. Dryad. Ship's Company 

Dance at Kimbclls Ballroom. 
Southsca. 

16. Signal Officers' Reunion. H.M.S. 
. Mercury. 1830. 

17. Southsca Rowing Regatta. 
Southsca Motor Club Sports. 

Southsca Common. 

18. Southsca Concord d'Elcgants. 

19. 19th to 24th: Open Bowls Tourna¬ 

ment. 

20. Petty Officers’ Mess Dance. H.M.S. 

Mercury. 2000. 

21. Chief Petty Officers' Mess Dance. 

H.M.S. Mercury. 2000. 

22. Signal School Mess Dance. H.M.S. 

Mercury. 2000. 

23. Whale Island Summer Ball. 

23rd and 24th: United Services v. 
Southern Command. 

24. Police Sports. Garrison Recreation 

Ground. 

26. 26th to 31st: Portsmouth Cricket 

Week, St. Helen's Ground. 

27. Pageant of Sport, Castle Fields. 

30. Portsmouth Sailors' Home Club. 

Summer Dance. Tickets 2s. 

31. United Services v. Portsmouth 

Football Club (charity match). 
Tuesdays: Speedway Racing. South¬ 
ampton. 

Wednesdays: Bathing Beauty Competi¬ 
tion. South Parade Pier. 

Saturdays and Sundays (except 10th 
and 17th): Polo. Cowdray Park. 
Informal Dances. Nuffield United 
Services Officers’ Club, for mem¬ 
bers and their guests only. 


I SPEND a lot of time in the cells. Now 
don't get me wrong. I'm a naval parson 
and it's my job to visit people in cells. 
When it's all added up I bet I've spent 
more time in them than anybody. And 
I could count on the fingers of qne 
hand the fellows I've met in cells who 
are out-and-out bad. Nearly all of 
them are men who have lost their heads 
for a few moments, and a period of 
correction puts them right. 

You don't find as a rule that they 
come back for a second dose. But 
there was one man whom I had seen 
several times there. He came back for 
more. He always seemed glad to see 
me during my visits and many an inter¬ 
esting conversation we had together. 
Aftct a while I began to wonder 
whether my times with him were doing 
any good. They certainly didn't convert 
him to a new point of view; if they had 
I wouldn't be seeing him so often in 
cells. 

This thought began to oppress me 
and it led me to spend more time with 
him than anyone else. I began to ask 
him some very personal questions 
which brought out from him that he 
was married, that his wife was all 
right; he had no complaint against her 
I asked if she had any complaint 
against him. After a long pause he said 
she might well have. He said this so 
grudgingly that there seemed no oppor¬ 
tunity offered to talk about reform. 
It was dear that his outlook on life and 
his general behaviour were bringing 
him into cells regularly, and it was the 
same attitude of mind that was alien¬ 
ating him from his wife, though I could 
tell that deep down he respected her 
and indeed loved her. 


streets but my old friend with a great 
grin on his face! He had his wife with 
him and she seemed just as happy. 
There was a gleaming new pram with a 
chubby baby in it. 


Naturally I began to ask all sorts of 
questions. What had brought about 
this remarkable change? And he told 
me, “You know, Padre, that cell 
offenders went to church on a Sunday. 
It made a change from the usual deadly 
routine and I was glad to go. but I 
can’t say I ever really entered into the 
spirit of the thing. One Sunday I was 
drowsing during your sermon when 
suddenly something you were saying 
jarred my mind and stuck there. It 
made me think what a fool I was to 
myself. There and then I decided that 
when I finished punishment I would go 
home and patch it up with the wife. 
And it turned out all right." 

The wife told me delightedly that 
they now had a good home with nice 
furniture, her husband was quite a 
handyman in the house and showed a 
skilled touch with the baby. 

He had never been back to cells. I 
was dumbfounded at the success of my 
sermon. Nobody has ever told me 
before or since that any words of mine 
had done any good. When I asked him 
what in particular I had said to make 
such an impression, he said it was 
something about the Prodigal Son. 

Well, of course, it’s not my story at 
all. It is the Lord's. But what a tribute 
to the saving power of His Word to the 
present dayl W. G. Sandey 


That was it. He was in a particular 
frame of mind that was bringing him 
into all kinds of trouble in the Service 
and at home. Nothing I said or did ever 
seemed to affect him and I had to count 
him as one of my many failures. I 
didn't write him off exactly. I just knew 
I was getting nowhere with him. but all 
the same I mentioned him in my 
prayers every day. Our conversations 
continued on the best of terms and he 
often ribbed me. “I suppose you come 
here to convert me. You'll get no 
change out of me. I’m a hard case. I 
am." That is just what I thought he 
was. 

Then one day he told me that because 
of his treatment of her and the way he 
was living, his wife was not writing any 
more, and when he came out he 
wouldn't be going home. To my mind 
his wife and home were the only hope 
for his reform, so I rushed out to 
appeal to her. No one could help 
sympathising with her point of view. 
Her husband was impossible. After 
each cell punishment she talked to him 
for his good. She had told him that it 
was not only in the Service that his way 
of life was causing trouble; it was the 
same at home and with her. She had 
decided there was nothing more to be 
done, and no words of mine would 
persuade her otherwise. 

Soon after this I got a draft-chit. I 
paid a farewell visit to my black sheep 
and I could not pretend that he was 
any the less black for my ministrations. 
Perhaps some other chaplain would do 
better. 

A couple of years later I was back 
in Pompcy and had occasion to visit 
one of the new housing estates on a 
welfare case. Who should I meet in the 


NEWS IN 
ADMIRALTY 
FLEET ORDERS 

A.F.O. 1391/54 drew attention to the 
facilities offered by the Royal United 
Service Home for Girls. Newquay, 
Cornwall. The A.F.O. stated the ages 
and circumstances in which, in necessi¬ 
tous and approved cases, orphan 
daughters and other daughters of men 
of the Royal Navy. Merchant Navy, 
Army and Royal Air Force can be 
accepted. 

A.F.O. 13*5/54 described the appli¬ 
cation of the present family passage 
scheme to families of naval personnel 
abroad consequent upon the intro¬ 
duction of General Service Com¬ 
missions. Officers and men in 
appointments entitling their families to 
join them abroad must decide whether 
or not they wish to avail themselves 
of this opportunity, as a result of 
which it will be decided whether their 
term of service abroad is to be for 18 
months or a maximum of 2} years. 
The A.F.O. should be studied by those 
j affected. 

A.F.O. 1398/54 announced rcquirc- 
i ments for certain senior ratings to 
serve as instructors in the Royal 
Malayan Navy, on loan for three 
years. 

A.F.O. 1605/54 drew attention of 
•ill personnel to the existence «>l the 
Services Resettlement Bulletin, which 
assists officers and ratings with re¬ 
settlement problems. This Bulletin is 
available to officers and men in 
I information rooms. 


Insurance Facilities for Service Men 

lor unbind »nd fniunoul sduic« 
unquestionable tecum? 
choice oT bets morkeu 
efficient cleimt service 
every satisfaction 

C. M. RANSOM. Incorporated Insurance Broker 

78/79. PEARL BUILDINGS. PORTSMOUTH 
retepbone/rofetremt: Partamoutb 7I0SO 


Navy News Competition 


AN ANONYMOUS donor has offered 
the following prizes for an article writ¬ 
ten giving a Point oj Virw upon Navy 
News. 

First Prize. £3. 

Second Prize, £2. 

Third Prize. £1. , 

The article must be readily icadablc, 
crisply written, well constructed, and. 


above all, interesting. It must clearly 
express a point of view concerning this 
newspaper and should consist of not 
more than 750 words, i.e.. one column. 

Send in as many entries as you wish; 
they must be legibly written and 
addressed to: The Editor, Navy News, 
Royal Naval Barracks. Portsmouth. 
Closing date is August 15, 1954. 


LIMITED 

PRINTERS • STATIONERS • BOOKSELLERS an* PUBLISHERS 


BOOKS 

Technical, Nautical, Training, Athletics. Games, Drawing, 
Small Arms, Equitation, Cookery. Hobbies, Teach Yourself 
Series, Dictionaries, Novels, Bibles, Prayer Books, Missals, 

Etc. Etc. 


Order Your Christmas Cards NOW 


NELSON HOUSE 

xrg\ 13 EDINBURGH ROAD. PORTSMOUTH 

■) TEL. PORTSMOUTH 73271 

\N Vy Alto at THE BOOKSTALL. ROYAL NAVAL BARRACKS 

CHATHAM 
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Have YOU a personal problem . 

ASK JOHN ENGLISH 


ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 


little or no money on hand the mem¬ 
bers, now numbering about 80 . made 
a loan to be refunded when the club 
was a going concern. The proof of its 
success will be seen as the total sum. 
which amounted to some £ 160 . was 
repaid within six months. The premises 
were enlarged to twice its original si/e 
after three years at a cost of £2.000- 
odd. Looking still further ahead, a 
movement is now afoot to build a per¬ 
manent brick building. The present 
club offers a variety of entertainment 
to the Association members. There is 
a fully licensed bar. which is open 
seven days a week during permitted 
hours. Dances are held weekly, and 
Saturday and Sunday social evenings 
are a great success, impromptu concerts 
being held on those days. At least once 
a month a professional concert party 
is engaged and our own local.shows 
are produced at least once a quarter. 
Activities are not only confined to the 
club, as fiequent trips arc organised 
to London and other parts of the 
country. At present arrangements are 
in hand for the following shows: in 
June to the Royal Tournamertt at Lari's 
Court; July, the Annual Reunion in 
London with the usual show at the 
Festival Hall in the evening; August, 
the branch annual outing; September, 
to Wembley to see the show "Dancing 
Years on Ice." and December 10. the 
branch annual dinner and dance. 

It will. I hope, be seen that there a e 
plenty of advantages in joining the 
R.N.A. and don't forget that as long 
as you have served six months in the 
Service you arc eligible to join. 

The President of the Portsmouth 
Branch is Rear-Admiral H. E. Horan. 
C.B.. D.S.C.. whose interesting articles 
on the Royal Navy may often be read 
in the Portsmouth Evening News. - 

The Chairman is Mr. C. W. Bright, 
who has ably held this office for the 
past live years. 

If you have any doubts come along 
and give us a look up. Any member 
will gladly give you information as to 
joining. 

K. N. S. P. 


Patron: Hkr M misty Tut Qt i-i-.n 
Prcsiilcnt: Admiral or the Ft ft. r 
Sir John Cunningham. G.C.B.. M.V.O. 

ALTHOUGH EVERY endeavour has and club situated in the Pitt Street 
been made during the past two or three Recreation Grounds, Commercial 
years to bring to the notice of those Road entrance. This branch was first 
concerned that there is a Royal Naval formed in 1937 wilh a total member- 
Association. it is a surprising fact that ship of 30. These few enthusiasts 


Wife's Accommodation in Portsmouth 

My husband is serving on board one 
of H.M. ships in Portsmouth. I would 
like to go and join him there. Can you 
tell me if there is any club or rooms 
where naval wives can stay until 1 had 
found suitable rooms, as it is never 
satisfactory for the husband to select 
the accommodation. We have no chil¬ 
dren. 

I do hope you will be able to help 
me. My husband sent me the Ports¬ 
mouth News and we decided to write 
to you. 

I have enclosed a stamped envelope 
for your reply. 

Thank you for your letter. 

Yes, there is the Victory Hotel for 
Sailors. .<S Clarence Parade. Southsea. 
details of which can he obtained from 
the manager. I have g<il a copy of these 
details, and enclose one for you. As 
you will see. the hotel is operated by 
the llritisli Sailors Society, and I feel 
the terms are very reasonable. I believe 
the service is excellent. 

If for any reason this isn't what you 
want, the Accommotlation Officer. 
H.N. Ilaracks, Portsmouth, may be able 
to help vou wilh local addresses, anil 
he may also be able to assist in your 
search for permanent lotlgings. 


What's in a Name? 

I have been engaged for two years 
and I hope to get married on my sum¬ 
mer leave. I was brought up by foster 
parents who gave me their name, which 
I have always used, but there is another 
name on my Birth Certificate. I will 
soon have to go along and fix up the 
formalities for my marriage. Would I 
run into any difficulties because the 
name I use and the name on my Service 
Certificate is different from that on my 
Birth Certificate? My fiancee and her 
people know all about it and they arc 
not worried. 

/ presume that your foster parents 
did not officially adopt you because if 
they had done so you would have been 
issued with an amended Hirth Certifi¬ 
cate at the lime of your adoption. You 
need have no anxietv. The name vou 


there are still many naval men, both naturally could not alford a club but 
serving and cx-Scrvicc, who arc un- managed to keep together by holding 
aware of its existence. their meetings when and where they 

At the time of going to press there could, in clubrooms of various licensed 
arc 344 branches throughout the premises. This state of affairs con- 
British Isles and there are also tinued until April. 1948, when the 
branches in various parts of the world, branch affairs were taken over by the 
one even as far away as Japan. The late Lieut.-Commandcr F. B. Pantling. 
total membership to date is approxi- M.B.E. Through his efforts a single 
matelv 30.000 and it is hoped that it hut in the Pitt Street grounds was 
will eventually reach 31X1.000, which is loaned to the branch to form a hcad- 
thc target aimed at. This should not be quarters and club and from that time 
difficult in these islands such as ours. I’ompey has never looked back. One 
where so many have spent various of the first considerations was to get 
periods in the service of the White a licensed bar going and as there was 
Ensign. 

I he Association was litst formed in 

1935 under the title of Royal Naval y ■r^JrV' 

Old Comrades Association. It bore this _ 
title until May, 1950. when the title 

io I he Royal Naval Asso- C 
elation, with lull support by the Ad- 
iiiii. ills I he reason for this alteration ; _ 
was that many younger men who were 1 

still serving and who were eligible to ~ — '' ** ** ^, 

he-eome neinlvie were put oil he the yyMl A 

" I < •• .•••! it -.eir.,1 if'it HHHS i 


AT THIS time of the year when the dealer is 
days are longer and the English generous i 
countryside b e c o m c s increasingly to play wi 
attractive, there is installed into many a your old ■ 
breast the desire to own a motor car. 

Perhaps a few words on the very diffi¬ 
cult subject of car buying may not This is 
therefore come amiss. could be 1 

hard prai 

New Cars help you. 

One occasionally meets the person Sources 
who has been advised not to touch a enccarca 
"Backfire Ten" at any price, "they give (a) A < 
nothing but trouble, old boy." In the beit 

experience of the writer, such advice is sucl 

invariably hot air and quite without ,(,) f rtl | 
foundation of any sort, other than pre- a j,|, 

judicc. If it were possible to trace back scn 

the origin of such advice, one would ... . 

probably find that the real cause was u ' jr*. 
that the car in question had been totally 
unsuited to the owner's requirements , 

and was in other hands quite a sound A ' 

vehicle. There arc, in fact, no unreliable cn ® 

or bad motor cars produced by any of (d) bac 
the well-known manufacturers these -p, e sn . 
days. We do. of course, sometimes ,(, c p r jva 
come across the “rogue" car in which guarantee 
all the maximum tolerances scent to frequenth 
have met by accident on the assembly lra j c 
line, but these arc few and far between. suc |, ' a n 
The following is perhaps the most t j, cy were 
sensible way of going about the pur- A fcw 
chase of a new car. Firstly and most ■ Exha 
important of all. is to decide how much j n _ ex j, al 
you can afford to spend, not forgetting u f fc noc | 
that lax and insurance will cost you a L . nR j nc [ 
further £25 approximately for the 12 t j, e , 
months, and also remembering that f ore aRrc 
there is also a charge of about £6 for , 

delivery from the works, and £2 for rus( or _ 
number plates. Having decided on how arches p 
much can be spent, the next point to be ^ o0[ 'gj, 
established is the intended function of ' 
the cat. Is it for yourself and your .• . 
family, or yourself and girl friend and ce ii u i os j n 
will luggage capacity be a major factor. . ; • 

or is it intended for competition work? k m , 
Furthermore, is economy of operation hrakes 
an essential factor? A little serious 
thought on these lines can narrow your ■ • 
search down considerably. You will ^ 
probably be faced with a selection of f. - . 

about three makes, and it is at this stage £.q ; 

that you must ignore the advice of the , 
know-all. Try the cars out yourself 7 j n 
with an unbiased mind and select the ' “ 

one which most nearly fits your re- . 
quirements. This is only fair, and it 
does give you a good case for asking . J H 
for a firm delivery date. Incidentally, it f , c 

is most unwise to try to play one dealer 
off against another. Not only arc you INTEI 
liable to fall between two stools and 
fail to get the car you want, but you July } - 
arc likely to be pestered by salesmen 
from the different dealers you have July 10. 
visited. 

Part-exchanges H.- 

If you intend to part-exchange your -* u ' y 22- 
car, be reasonable about its value. The Aug. 2.- 
salesman knows within a few pounds 
what your car can be re-sold for. and Aug. 7.- 
he will always give you its fair retail 
price provided you stick out. But don't ,\ U g. 14.. 
expect too much; he has his limit and 
will always go to it to effect a sale. On <^. pl 4. 
the other hand he will always tell you ' ' 
quite definitely if you are asking the bcpI - 1 *•" 
moon, and a little psychology on your Sepl- Im¬ 
part will tell you when you arc asking 
loo much. After all. you will expect a Sept. 25.- 
good- after-sales service and your 


entertainment by a visiting concert 
party. 

Annual ln “ddilion 10 above two pto- 
grammes, the quarterly show produced 
•I jnu by the branch members will be pres- 
sented during the month on a date still 
monthly to be arranged. 


Julv Notes 


spell budgerigar. If the book has a 
fault, it is in the slight tendency to 
sentimental moralising that creeps in 
now and again. The Kelly is in many 
ways the living drama enacted against 
the great backcloth of The War at Sea. 




:r's report by most insur- North, no one appears to have found they rode out the gale. Unhappy folk Professional standards arc always 
anies. so be careful of that time to study those several hundred on shore will have a rough passage high, and professional standards rigid, 

tin jalopy for £65. The in- pages which deal with the rest of the with this book, even though they keep The professional man who finds him- 

:mium is also usually loaded war at sea between 1939 and 1941. a handy thumb in the glossary of naval self at variance with the code whereby 

Jdition of 20 per cent, for Such study, however, is amply repaid, terms provided. The author describes he has agreed to be governed may well 

8 vintage or earlier. TTie writer has brought to his task not himself as “a completely undistin- 

only considerable knowledge and guished 'Hostilities ~ " . 

NATIONAL FIXTURES powers of analysis—these are to be seaman." but he has succeeded in a 
Rest and Be Thankful Hill expected, though they arc not always quite extraordinary way in capturing 
Climb found in an official history—but a the sailor's approach. For this story of 

HtlMitnlrp rrvctal p,!,re historian's rarer gifts, courage and a famous destroyer is a sailor's book. 

Race Mectme “ plain speaking. Courage is apparent in in the authentic dialect of the Navy. It 

n up „ • a readiness to admit that commanders captures the idea of leadership as seen 

British Grand Pnx. can be mistaken, that the Admiralty by followership. Capt. The Lord Louis 

Boulay Bay Hill Climb. can be misled and that the Navy can Mountbatten painting the side in com- 


' '. " 1- be right, for a variety of reasons, in 

Only' ordinary rejecting that code when he discovers 
that he cannot in conscience and duty 
continue to subscribe to it. The right¬ 
ness of such rejection, however, can¬ 
not be proved by alleging the wrong¬ 
ness of the code rejected. The con¬ 
ditions which arc no longer acceptable 
to one who has suffered a sea-change 
do not on that account lose all virtue. 
-Half-litre c.c. Brands Hatch be at fault. Here is no whitewashing pany with two enthusiastic seamen who It is in parading his own inalienable 
Meeting. apologist, but one who recognises the devote more effort to their captain's rightness in every circumstance from 

-Mid-Cheshire Oulton Park historical truth that the British win overalls than to the more legitimate global strategy downwards that the 
Meeting their wars largely in spite of them- target. It captures the staid Petty author of this book alienates the sym- 

_ w „. F ' Mrctine Snet- selves. Plain speaking and forthright Officer, one moment "screaming 'is pathy which would naturally be 
terton K judgment enliven the whole talc. In the Weedin' 'cad orf," the next patiently extended to him by his fellows. He who 

„ . . ' . "Period of the Defensive" covered showing a bewildered, homesick recruit excuses himself, accuses himself. He 

ungnton apcca • runs. (h ^ p irst volume there was much that how to make life a little easier. There who excuses himself by accusing others 

•Tounst Trophy Car Races. will earn the censure of future genera- is an excellent device for keeping out forfeits a measure of professional 
Bugatti O.C. Prescott Hill tions; but there is much. too. that will of the dutches of the "Gestapo" in regard, and is like to stand, a modern 
Climb. bring pride to those who. in the hard- barracks, and the story- of the stoker Junius, condemned bv the intemper- 

B.A.R.C. Meeting. Good- pressed ships of the Navy, had their who achieved permission to keep a ance of his accusations and the 
wood. share of our finest hour. canary because "chiefie" could not immoderacy of his opinions. 
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Aviation and Simulation Woman 9 s Section 


MANY ANTI-AIRCRAFT ratings 
have successfully "shot down" their 
Hcinkcls and Dorniers from the safe 
precincts of the Dome Trainer. This 
ingenious device projects a film on the 
curved interior of a hemispherical 
building and gives a most realistic 
effect of an approaching aircraft. 
Similarly, the submariner may on 
occasion congratulate himself on his 
prowess in sinking a U-boat on the 
anti-submarine attack table. This is 
yet another method used for instruct¬ 
ing the specialist in his business by 
means of mechanical aids. 

Perhaps the smug smile on the face 
of the officer in the Fleet Air Arm 
recruiting advertisement is due in no 
small measure to the fact that whilst 
learning to fly the modern way he will 
do so in one undamaged piece. Basic 
flying tuition is given in a Link 
Trainer. This mock - up plane is 
securely anchored to the deck but in¬ 
dulges in most of the antics which 
arc possible for its live counterpart to 
perform at 10.000 to 20.000 ft. up. All 
likely and unlikely conditions of flight 
can be acted out in the security of the 
classroom. Instruments show the ap¬ 
propriate readings in response to 
actions taken with the controls. The 
instructor can slyly empty a petrol 
tank and leave the embryo pilot faced 
with a faltering engine and the neces¬ 
sity for rapid and correct drill. 

Mechanised Aids 

So readily have schools, Services 
and industry accepted the principle of 
mechanised aids to learning that the 
building of some of these aids is a 
complex business, ever changing and 
growing in order to keep pace with the 
development of the procedure which 
it is desired to simulate. 

The Link Trainer referred to above 
was invented before the war and, by 
modern standards, is a comparatively 
simple device. An entire crew for a 
multi-engined aircraft can now board 
a synthetic training machine and, un¬ 
der conditions of startling realism, fly 
over Italy without leaving the instruc¬ 
tion hangar. This realism is now 
carried to the point where the switch¬ 
ing on of the de-icing gear sheds the 
imaginary ice from the airscrew and 
sends it rattling against the cabin bulk¬ 
head in a manner which is loud and 
far from imaginary. 

Airline operators arc keen to grasp 
the opportunity of saving aircraft 


hours and hazards to men and 
machines. The modern simulator docs 
this, and at a recent International Air 
Transport Association conference in 
Spain, attended by representatives of 
26 nations, one whole day was given 
to discussing the best methods of 
applying synthetic training devices to 
the problems confronting civil air 
transport organisations. 

Exact Conditions Copied 

The development of these modern 
synthetic trainers calls for technicians 
who arc able to reconstruct the exact 
conditions applying to aircraft at any 
one moment, be it taking oil. flying or 
any state of emergency which may be 
encountered. The engine and aero¬ 
dynamic characteristics of the aircraft 
to be simulated arc carefully studied 
by technicians and eventually con¬ 
verted into terms of electrical power. 
A series of computors then auto¬ 
matically translate throttle or control 
column movement into a form which 
can be relayed back to the cockpit, 
giving the pilot the identical instru¬ 
ment representation he would expect 
should he make similar movements in 
flight. In a like manner, elevator, rud¬ 
der and aileron loadings arc calculated 
for any condition, taking into account 
such factors as the weight and centre 
of gravity of the aircraft at any given 
moment, its attitude, speed, altitude 
and a number of different circum¬ 
stances. 

Thus a pilot undergoing training is 
given the "feel" of the aircraft under 
various conditions, with the exception 
of loads imposed by gravity, which arc 
difficult to reproduce realistically in 
view of the static nature of the 
simulator. 

Research and development is only 
one side of the manufacturer's 
activities; he has, in addition, to make 
the aircraft shell, instruments, aircraft 
upholstery, navigational aids and. 
possibly, additional components to 
those used in an actual aircraft. There 
is, of course, scope for electronic en¬ 
gineers, and this is a side of the 
development of synthetic trainers 
which is rapidly expanding. 

The demand for craftsmen is con¬ 
stantly increasing, and it is hoped to 
publish an article in a future issue of 
Navy News pointing out the oppor¬ 
tunities existing in the manufacture >{ 
flight simulators for fully qualified 
Royal Navy personnel leaving the 
Service. 


W.R.N.S. NOTES 


W.R.N.V.R. 

THE W.R.N.V.R. attached to all the 
R.N.V.R. divisions were invited to take 
part in the Jubilee Review, and a repre¬ 
sentative number were sent to Ports¬ 
mouth for training. With a few excep¬ 
tions. all the officers and ratings were 
accommodated in the Duchess of Kent 
Barracks, and all through Tuesday, 
June 8. parties were arriving from the 
station, until the very last tired ratings 
from Scotland got in at 2230—to com¬ 
plete a total of 32 officers and 225 
ratings. 

The W.R.N.S. quarters staff arc to 
be congratulated on the way they 
handled the accommodation and feed¬ 
ing of so many extra. This was no 
small task, and once the first small 
snags were ironed out the work went 
smoothly. 

It was fascinating to watch the evolu¬ 
tion of the divisions from a rather 
chaotic start to a wonderfully smart 
parade all in the space of three days, 
and when the Commandcr-in-Chicf, 
Portsmouth, took the march past on 
Friday, June II. they looked superb. 

For those who were privileged to see 
Her Majesty The Queen review the 
parade on Saturday, June 12, it was a 
very sad sight, after the enthusiastic 
training and pressing of suits, cleaning 
of shoes and general polishing-up 
which went on the night before, to see 
the divisions gradually getting wetter 
and wetter, but even so it must have 
been a great day for them all. 

The majority of the officers and 
ratings went on from London for a 
further week of their annual training 
in W.R.N.S. units in the South of Eng¬ 
land, and the platoon of one 
W.R.N.V.R. officer and 30 W.R.N.V.R. 
ratings who arc doing their training in 
H.M.S. Victory formed part of the 
W.R.N.S. representation at fortnightly 
divisions in the Royal Naval Barracks 
on Friday, June 18. 

Third Officer E. S. Wells and 26 
W.R.N.V.R. ratings joined H.M.S. 
Mercury on June 13, after the 
R.N.V.R. Jubilee Review. They con¬ 
sisted of one Petty Officer Wren (Regu¬ 
lating). one Clotning, one Victualling, 
and 22 Communications ratings. 


Queen's Birthday Parade—Southsea. 

June 10, 1954 

Amongst the W.R.N.S. contingent 
which took part in the Queen's Birth¬ 
day Parade on Southsea Common were 
one petty officer and 35 Wrens from 
H.M.S. Mercury. 

“Shop Window" 

A party of 25 W.R.N.S. officers 
spent a very pleasant and most inter¬ 
esting day at sea in H.M.S. Eagle dur¬ 
ing the rehearsal for "Shop Window" 
at the end of May. 

International Handicrafts Exhibition 

The W.R.N.S. is to have a display 
of handicrafts at the second Interna¬ 
tional Handicrafts Exhibition, which is 
being held at Olvmpia from September 
9 to 23. 1954. W.R.N.S. officers and 
ratings may enter as many articles as 
they want for the 14 various classes, 
and entries should reach the Officer-in- 
Charge, Handicrafts Exhibition, 3 
Princes Gardens, South Kensington. 
S.W.7. by August 23, 1954. The 
W.R.N.S. work will be judged with 
handicrafts sent in from all over 
Britain, and silver and bronze plaques 
arc being awarded to prize-winners. 
Further particulars may be had from 
W.R.N.S. unit officers or the senior in¬ 
structor officers of the establishments 
where W.R.N.S. personnel arc borne. 

Flag Day 

The W.R.N.S. officers and ratings 
who kindly volunteered to sell flags in 
aid of the' Portsmouth blind and old 
people arc to be congratulated on the 
sum of £44 5s. 8d. which they collected. 
The sum collected for the Life-Boat 
Association, whose flag day was on 
June 29, is not yet known. 

W.R.N.S. Officers 

Third Officer D. Pomroy relieves 
Third Officer E. H. Scott in H.MS. 
Victory on July 5, 1954. Third Officer 
Jarvis has gone to H.M.S. Sandcrling 
from H.M.S. Collingwood. Third 
Officer V. Thomas. H.M.S. Vernon, 
leaves for embarkation leave on 
July 6, 1954, priorto going to Malta. 


QUARTERS 

MARRIED QUARTERS arc with us 
as a matter of Admiralty policy and 
it will not be long before every married 
officer and man will have a chance of 
a married quarter whenever he goes 
to an established naval port, or to a 
ship working from one, or to a perman¬ 
ent shore station. 

The scheme started several years 
ago when the Admiralty decided to do 
something for the married officers and 
men sent to shore establishments away 
from towns of any size. It was par¬ 
ticularly difficult in such places for the 
family man to find anywhere to live 
with his family and it is not surprising 
that such places were given first prior¬ 
ity. In this phase married quarters were 
built principally at the air stations but 
also at the more remote naval schools 
and establishments, such as Dryad. 
Mercury and Osprey in the Portsmouth 
Command. This phase is now practic¬ 
ally complete. 

The second phase which is now start¬ 
ing aflccts the vast majority of general 
service ratings. This time the larger 
naval ports have been selected; in the 
Portsmouth Command this means 
Portsmouth and Portland, but there 
is still hope that it may be possible to 
include other places. At Portsmouth 
it is proposed to build 1.550 houses 
(1.250 of them for ratings) and at Port¬ 
land 365 houses (325 of them for 
ratings). This phase is known as the 
Home Port Married Quarters scheme. 

Keeps his Quarters 

The Home Port scheme marks an 
important point in the growth of 
the married quarters set-up as, for 
the first time, the married man afloat 
is placed on the same footing as 
the married man in a shore establish¬ 
ment. Furthermore, a man docs not 
necessarily have to leave a married 
quarter as soon as he is drafted or ap¬ 
pointed away from a particular esta¬ 
blishment or ship. So long as he re¬ 
mains based on the same port he can 
remain put. If. for instance, a man 
were drafted from the Barracks to the 
Reserve Fleet at Portsmouth or to a 
Portsmouth-manned ship of the Home 
Fleet or to another shore establishment 
at Portsmouth, he could remain in his 
married quarter. He can. in fact, make 
any combination of such moves and 
remain. On the other hand, if he 
is drafted to foreign service, or to a 
ship not based on Portsmouth, or to 
an establishment with its own married 
quarters or to an establishment out of 
Portsmouth he will be given a month's 
notice to leave. 

Under such an arrangement some 
lucky men who got in early might 
qualify to remain in married quarters 
for a very long time indeed, depriving 
others of a chance of taking advantage 
of the scheme. It has therefore been 
necessary to fix a maximum period 
that a person may remain in a married 
quarter at any one time. The period 
is now three years, but it is hoped that 
it may be lengthened later. 

To build such large numbers of 
houses takes a long time. A very large 
sum of money is involved and great 
care must be taken to spend it to the 
very best advantage. First of all, sites 
have to be found and this is by no 
means an easy task. Houses cannot 
just be dumped anywhere. They need 
water, electricity or gas and sewers and 
the nearer they arc to existing sources, 
the more economical the site becomes. 
There must be means of getting to the 
Dockyard easily, reasonable shopping 
arrangements in the district, schools 
and a pub and a cinema. When a suit¬ 
able site has been found, the surveyors 
have to get to work and, when they 
have produced their answer, the 
planners and architects can draw up a 
site plan. Only when their effort has 
passed the Local Planning Authority, 
been endorsed by the Commander-in- 
Chief as entirely suitable, been ap¬ 
proved by the Board of Admiralty and 
received Treasury sanction can any 
thought be given to bricks and mortar. 
It still takes several months to make 
out bills of quantities, prepare and call 
for tenders and finally to allocate the 
contract 

It is obviously impossible to build 
Continued in next column 


THOSE NAVAL wives who were liv-1 
ing in or around Chatham, or else¬ 
where in the Norc Command, a few 
years ago. will remember with affec¬ 
tion Lady Moore, the wife of the then 
Commandcr-in-Chicf. 

Whatever the occasion. Lady 
Moore's elegant figure lent distinction, 
and wives of officers and ratings were 
made to feel that she took a deep inter¬ 
est in their welfare. 

Knowing that Lady Moore had had 
experience of entertaining on both 
sides of the Atlantic, Navy News 
wrote to her asking for a contribution. 
She has kindly sent two recipes, to¬ 
gether with her good wishes for the 
success of the paper. 

Ice-cream—American Style 
ANY GOOD brand of coffee ice¬ 
cream, about 1 family size brick. 


Miss Sheila Sim 

WE INTERVIEWED a young wife 
and mother the other day. Like thou¬ 
sands of others she is pretty and trim, 
enjoys cooking and runs her house¬ 
hold. In addition to this, however, she 
has a full-time profession, the stage! 
Sheila Sim. who must be one of our 
hardest-worked actresses, is at present 
taking the leading part in a new play, 
"The Soldier and the Lady,” produced 
in the West End this month. She has 
just finished her latest film, "West of 
Zanzibar.” and fits in broadcasting at 
frequent intervals. A remarkably good 
organiser, we felt, and enquired how 
she arranged everything. She has a 
trustworthy staff and supervises at 
j week-ends. 

Asked if she had naval connections. 
Miss Sim said she felt like a naval wife, 
las husband Richard Attenborough had 
jbeen in the Senior Service in three of 
his best-known films. "In Which We 
Serve,” "Morning Departure” and 
"The Gift Horse." Husband and wife 
love playing together, as in the play 
"To Dorothy, a Son.” which ran for 
over a year and a half, and in their 
newest film, to be made this autumn, , 
with the provisional title of "The Night 
My Number Came Up." They feel, 
however, that it is good to be on their 
own occasionally; often, in a partner¬ 
ship, one part is not as suitable as the 
other. Docs son Michael, four and a 
half, intend to follow his father's 


About i cup golden syrup. 

I tablespoon (or more) shelled wal¬ 
nuts. cut up (not minced). Add walnuts 
to syrup and make it very hot. Serve 
hot as a sauce for ice-cream, to be 
poured over it as it is served. 

Fish Chowder 

(For two or three). Fry two small 
slices of bacon in fish kettle until crisp. 
Remove and break up into small 
pieces. Put into kettle with bacon fat 
1 cup of water. 

1 lb. raw fish, cut up. 

3 small raw potatoes, cut up. 

1 small onion, cut up. 

i teaspoon (or more) salt, pepper. 

Cook slowly for i hour. Add 1 cup 
milk and bring to the boil. Just before 
serving sprinkle crisp bacon pieces on 
top of the chowder. 



- In JHfmoriam 

J. BARBER, Ord. SIr-. H.M.S. Im¬ 
placable, died June 7,1954. 

C. A. MENZIES, A.B„ H.M.S. 

Saintes, died June 11,1954. 

L. A. BANGER, C.P.O.. H.M5. 

Glasgow, died June 16,1954. 

L. A. BANGER, C.P.O., H.M.S. 
Dolphin, died June 17,1954. 


OLDEST MEMBER 

When we saw Mrs. Parsons dancing 
the Vcleta the other afternoon we took 
her for a well-preserved, dainty little 
middle-aged lady. All the adjectives fit 
Mrs. Parsons except "middle-aged." 
Actually she will reach her 87th birth¬ 
day this year! 

We were filled with admiration when 
we learnt how she keeps her six- 
roomed house in apple-pie order. Mis. 
Parsons joined the R.N.F.U.S.W. in 
1903. Although she was widowed in 
the First World War and has lost both 
her sons, whom she described as 
"lovely boys,” Mrs. Parsons has never 
lost her zest for life. She is a member 
of the R.N.F.U.S.W. (Royal Naval 
Friendly Union of Sailors' Wives), the 
Good Companions' Club and the 
Darby and Joan Club. 


Continued from previous column 
all the houses at the same time. Pre¬ 
parations for the different sites cannot 
be undertaken together if other im¬ 
portant work is not to be neglected, 
some sites are not available until a 
later date and. in any case, there arc 
not enough builders available to under¬ 
take the whole programme without up¬ 
setting Council and other important 
building schemes. The Home Ports 
scheme is therefore divided into parts. 
The first part at Portsmouth, which 
consists of 380 ratings' houses and 90 
officers' houses, has been approved and 
building will start late this summer. 
The remaining houses will be approved 
as the preliminary arrangements arc 
completed and contracts arranged. 

It was obviously going to be a long 
time between the announcement of the 
intention to build married quarters and 
the date of completion of the first 
houses. So that married men should 
not be without any form of assistance 
with the problem of accommodation, 
it was arranged that whenever any part 
of the building programme was ap¬ 
proved, a similar number of furnished 
houses or flats can be hired until the 
houses arc built. At Portsmouth we 
can therefore hire 90 houses for officers 
and 380 houses for ratings. These were 
allocated last December. A description 
of the system of hirings will appear in 
the next issue. 


career? If impersonating the postman 
has anything to do with it mother 
thinks it probable! 

Miss Sim hated leaving her family 
for the three months she spent on loca¬ 
tion with "West of Zanzibar," but she 
found film-making under those condi¬ 
tions a wonderful experience. Starting 
at Zanzibar, with its dazzlingly white 
sands and colour contrasts, she moved 
to Mombasa and finally into the bush. 
(Her pet irritation—packets of soap 
flakes disintegrating in the damp heat 
into a soggy wet mass!) By the way, 
listen for the song "Jambo," which was 
written as background music for the 
film and is becoming popular. 

We came away feeling that Miss Sim, 
besides being one of our most attrac¬ 
tive actresses is a remarkably capable 
young woman. 


EXERCISE 

LIE ON the floor, on your back, and 
relax. Place your arms outstretched at 
your sides. Raise the right leg. touch 
the floor at your right with the toe, 
then bring the leg round until the toe 
touches the floor at your left side. 
Repeat this with the left leg, then alter¬ 
nately, in rhythmic time. 

Raise the knees to the chest, toes 
stretched downwards, tucked in to 
underneath of thighs. Keeping 
shoulders on the ground move hips 
and legs over first to right, then to left, 
in a rolling movement. 

With the lower part of the body 
raised, practise cycling. 

In all the exercises aim at a rhythmic 
movement; attempt complete relaxa¬ 
tion in between. 

(Next month: Poise and Posture.) 
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H.MS. BOXER 

H.M.S. BOXER is now one of Her 
Majesty's Floating Stone Frigates and 
she celebrated her relegation to Port 
Service by making a protracted tour of 
a number of the local beauty spots. 
We saw Torbay, with its striking red 
cliffs flanked by rugged sandstone head¬ 
lands; we also sampled the beverages 
and other delicacies of Torquay and 
Brixham; we visited historic Plymouth 
with its wealth of ancient sights—un¬ 
fortunately it seemed to be the mon¬ 
soon season; we paid a brief visit to 
pretty little Mcvagisscy—a visit which 
will not soon be forgotten by the in¬ 
habitants. Farther west we anchored 
in that magnificent harbour, Falmouth 
Sound, foimcd, like Plymouth Sound, 
in a drowned river valley, and over¬ 
looked by romantic Pcndcnnis Castle 
—one afternoon and evening sufficed 
to discover the best and worst of this 
port. Passing round Land's End we 
steamed for several days between 
Wales and Ireland, anchoring late each 
evening in Dale Roads, a delightful in¬ 
let in the beautiful, mountainous Welsh 
coast, deserted except for a few build¬ 
ings. one of which, fortunately, was a 
public house, and sailing each morning 
at fust light. 

Pleasure, of course, was not the 
primary purpose for these visits. Part 
of the time we were engaged in giving 
sea experience to Dartmouth Cadets. 
Their principal activity in so far as it 
affected the ship's company as a whole 
was pulling whalers every dinner time, 
this necessitated the presence of the 
ship's company for hoisting. These 
sorties, however, were not without 
'interest; one crew had a mishap in 
hoisting which resulted in one end of 
the boat remaining in the water while 
the other end was swinging high in the 
air. the occupants of the boat, mean¬ 
while, swarming up the life-lines—one 
made such good speed that it was 
rumoured of him that he used some 
form of compressed gas as a jet pro¬ 
pulsion unit. While on the subject of 
sea boats. I am reminded of an occa¬ 
sion. one of the few days when we have 
been in the Portsmouth area, when a 
party of W.R.N.S. personnel on a day 
trip look away both whalers. The 
ladies, by rather unorthodox oarsman¬ 
ship, managed to get a short distance 
from the ship but were unable to get 
back; it was left to the coxswains and 
bowmen, members of the ship's com¬ 
pany. to bring the,boats back alongside. 
Mention of day trippers recalls a 
rumour that H..VI.S. Boxer was to be¬ 
come S.S. Boxer because of the number 
of passengers who were normally car¬ 
ried. It was even suggested that we 
could have made a little, on the side 
ferrying passengers between Wales and 
Ireland. 

The weather has been, if not always 
pleasant, at least fairly consistent. 
Most days it has been reminiscent 
of a new-born babe rocked—rather 
heavily—in the cradle of the deep. In 
the Channel we had a little sun. plenty 
of rain and high winds and seas. Once 
we were round Land's End. after a day 
of comparative calm, we fell in again 
with the rough weather. Our pitching 
became more noticeable and wc rolled 
—oh.how wc rolled! Wc rolled heavily 
at times in the Channel, but never 
enough to cause footprints on the bulk¬ 
heads. This prompts a very pertinent 
question: The gallant Capt. Horatio 
Hornblowcr. R.N.. is credibly reported 
to have been sea-sick at Spithcad. but 
is there any previous record of a man 
being thus afllicted in a shore estab¬ 
lishment.' 

All through this period the guard 
were drilling regularly and conscienti¬ 
ously in preparation for the visit of 
the Commander-in-Chicf on June 21 
and on the big day they compared 


favourably with the best of naval 
guards, especially when one consider 
that to achieve similar drilling condi¬ 
tions there would have to be a per¬ 
manent earthquake under R.N.B. 
parade ground. The ship's company 
also created a very favourable impres¬ 
sion as they marched past by divisions. 

The weather and the ship's move¬ 
ments. especially the latter, have 
combined to curtail severely our 
sporting activities. I refer here, of 
course, to the conventional sports. Our 
only sporting venture was a cricket 
match in which the Portsmouth Squad¬ 
ron team included ten Boxer represen- 
tatives. The match was lost by a small 
margin to H.M.S. Cbllingwood. On 
two occasions bathing over the side 
has been permitted, although on the 
first occasion there were few who had 
the stamina to stay in for any length 
of time and also very few who went in 
a second time. 

The Boxer contribution in the last 
issue was submitted by Leading Coder 
(Special! R. H. Lineham and not by 
l.ieut.-Cdr. (S.P.) R. H. Lineham as 
you printed—the error is easily made 
when abbreviations are used. This 
contiibution is from Coder (Educa¬ 
tional) P. W. A. I.cwin. 


maindcr. last man through passing a 
rather nautical comment to the rather 
weak protest of the driver! 

Other ships of the Squadron have 
had trips to Rotterdam, though so far 
no favourable reports, nor unfavour¬ 
able ones for that matter, have reached 
your correspondent. Docs anyone ever 
not have a good time in Holland, 
though? 

H.M. Submarine Seraph has been at 
Falmouth, and H.M. Submarine Tally 
Ho has recently returned to the 
United Kingdom having “snorted" 
from Bermuda. 

Montclarc is at present the depot 
ship for the Squadron, but her days 
arc now numbered, for the Adamant 
is rapidly approaching a state whereby 
she can take over (approximately the 
middle of next term). They do say that 
a change is as good as a rest, and that 
is what we'll get! A paying-off dance 
is being arranged to be held shortly 
after summer leave, and judging by 
past dances at the Rothesay Pavilion 
Ballroom, a good time is anticipated 
by all. 


THIRD SUBMARINE SQUADRON 

HAVING MISSED entering any 
news for our paper's first issue, wc 
hasten t'o make amends in the second 
with some topical points. 

"A boat, a boat, my fortune for a 
boat." quoth the "Buffer." without 
apologising, gaily waving a bank-note 
in the air at 0200 hours after a good 
run. Lucky to have one left by then, 
but was able to procure the services 
of a fisherman's boat, and the four 
comradcs-in-arms embarked amidst 
hilarity and relief at not being stran¬ 
ded—until "Buffer.” coming last, 
stepped on the gunwhale. 

Now "Bulls" is no light-weight. It 
is rumoured all four arc now apply¬ 
ing to join the Under-water Diving 
Club. M.A.A. Harris. C.P.O. "Buffs" 
Knight. Ch. Ck.(O) Lowe and Ch. 
T.A.S. Yardlcy. 

As cricket is not yet fully under 
way. only a football feat is quotable 
at the moment. In the Scottish Ama¬ 
teur Football League. Division IV. the 
Squadron team came within point five 
of a goal of promotion, being that 
much behind in second place-holders. 
This being our first season in the 
league wc hope to make a better show¬ 
ing in the next soccer season. 

The Squadron Athletic Meeting is 
provisionally dated July 10. Some argu¬ 
ments now centre on the best methods 
of training, if any—or perhaps what 
excesses to avoid in the meantime. 
Preceding this wc have the Clyde 
Week Regatta, from July 3 to 10. in 
which four dinghies have been entered 
for each day's racing, and two whalers 
arc expected to be entered before the 
closing date of entries. 

Being so far from the Royal Tourna¬ 
ment. it was with no small amount of 
pride that the TV shows of this annual 
event have been watched in our can 
teen ashore. The merits of all three 
Services have been discussed, but one 
thing is certain, our confidence in the 
smartness, enthusiasm and popularity 
of the Royal Navy detachment was 
never misplaced. 

H.M. Submarine Tireless returned 
to Rothesay recently. Gathering in 
submariners' libertymen from Tireless 
reached a new height of novelty, as 
they crocodiled back to the boat at 
Gibraltar collecting bodies en route as 
they sang "Hi Ho. Hi Ho. it's off to 
sea wc go." Apparently a jeep across 
their path presented no obstacle—first 
man stepped up. through and out the 
other side, closely followed by the ro¬ 


ll.M_S. VOI.AGE 

"AMSTERDAM'S NOT much of a 
run. . . . Back in I'M?. . . . When I 
was on M.T.Bs. . . ." 

How the more elderly members of 
the ship's company went to town! 
HAI.S. Volagc was to pay her first 
foreign visit since recommissioning as 
a new anti-submarine frigate and the 
crew of “the ship which docs the most 
sea time of the Third Training Squad¬ 
ron" was looking forward to it. Yes. 
even the old ones! 

The visit, from June 4 to 9. was pre¬ 
ceded by a short stay at Sea:borough. 
There a visit by one of Her Majesty's 
ships always brings bad weather and 
H.M.S. Volagc came well up to scratch. 
Half the ship's company were stranded 
ashore for a night and a day. 

On turning toward Amsterdam, 
however, the sea calmed and changed 
it almost into a pleasure cruise. Then 
the sun came out and underlined the 
thought that some people pay hundreds 
of pounds to do exactly the same thing 
—more or less. 

At Amsterdam the people were very 
friendly. Public transport was free. 
Trips were laid on to go round the 
canals—there are twice as many there 
as in Venice—the Bols Liqueur dis¬ 
tillery and also round two breweries. 
All these attractions received the an¬ 
ticipated popularity. 

The city possesses practically every¬ 
thing. There is an intellectual centre 
surrounding some marvellous art gal¬ 
leries and museums and a district of 
shops, night clubs and cafes—pubs they 
call them in England — around the 
Rembrandt Square. There is also, for 
those who like that sort of thing, a 
district known as the Zceduk. 

The return voyage was uneventful 
and equally pleasant. After slaying for 
a week-end in Portsmouth. Volagc re¬ 
turned to its base in Londonderry to 
continue with the normal programme 
of submarine exercises. 

After Scarborough and Amsterdam. 
Derry is much too quiet a run ashore. 
But amongst the gloom. Jack has tried 
hard to find al least one crumb of com¬ 
fort: "Ought to be able to catch up on 
some sleep, anyway." 

Might even save some money, too. 
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COMMAND SEAMANSHIP 
SCHOOL 
THE COM M AND Seamanship School 
administered by the Commodore. 
Royal Navy Barracks, is at present 
accommodated in Victoria Barracks. 
Soulhsca. The Instructional Officers 
are l.ieut.-Cdr. F. 'J. R. King. Royal 
Navy. Mr. E. Miller, Commissioned 
Boatswain. Royal Navy, and a staff of 
seven chief petty officers and petty 
officers. 

The function of the school is to 
train personnel for higher rate in the 
seaman branch, and the following arc 
trained and examined there: 

1. Candidates wishing to qualify in 
seamanship for executive officer 
branch rank. 

2. Leading seamen wishing to pass 
for petty officer. 

3. Able seamen wishing to pass for 
leading seaman. 

Candidates for the above courses 
arc normally accommodated in Vic¬ 
toria Barracks for the duration of their 
courses, which arc four weeks for 
candidates for branch rank and three 
weeks for others. 

For those interested in statistics the 
following figures may be of interest: 

Between January, 1953, and January 
1954 - 

44 candidates were examined in 
seamanship for executive officer 
branch rank and 37 passed. 

278 leading seamen were examined 
for petty officer and 246 passed. 

396 able seamen were examined for 
leading seaman and 233 passed. 

Application for courses should be 
made through Commanding Officer to 
the Commodore. Royal Naval Bar¬ 
racks. Portsmouth. 


'When your ship “Comes Home”! 
the first “PORT OF CALL*’ 
is—of course 

• SAVOY 

• KIMBELLS 


SOUTH PARADE 

SOU THSEA 


OSBORNE ROAD 

SOUTHSEA 

THE TWO MOST POPULAR BALLROOMS 

SHIPS' COMPANY DANCES 

FROM A SUBMARINE TO A BATTLESHIP 

36 SUCH DANCES were held in 1953 

WIRE. WRITE or PHONE FOR QUOTE 


RADIO BAND NIGHT EVERY FRIDAY at SAVOY 

Dancing nightly to— (See Press for details) 

BENNY FREEDMAN — SAVOY 
ROY RICHARDS — KIMBELLS 


Phone — 

PORTSMOUTH 3227S 


A roster of the names of men re¬ 
questing courses is kept in the Sea¬ 
manship School and individuals are 
called in when their names arrive at 
the top of the roster, subject always 
to there being no drafting office 
objection. 

There is at present a long waiting 
list and the delay between applving 
for a course and being called in is in 
the region of three months. Ambitious 
men should therefore apply as early 
as possible. 

THE UNDERWATER COUNTER- 
MEASURES AND WEAPONS 
ESTABLISHMENT 
THE UNDERWATER Counter¬ 
measures and Weapons Establishment, 
one of the outlying establishments in 
the Portsmouth Command, has now 
maintained a separate existence under 
that title for over three years at 
Havant. Formerly known as the 
Admiralty Mining Establishment, its 
origin was in the Mine Design Depart¬ 
ment of H.M.S. Vernon and it was 
moved to Leigh Park and West Leigh. 
Havant, in 1940. In those days Leigh 
Park lay in rural seclusion and for 
many years there remained a prospect 
that the establishment might one day 
return "to town" to its former environ¬ 
ment near the Dockyard. Instead, the 
town has spread out towards the 
establishment and the new permanent 
location for U.C.W.E. at West Leigh 
will eventually be included in a new 
urban district of appreciable size. 
Hitherto, the absence of local housing 
has been a handicap to the establish 
mcnl's social and sports activities but 
this situation is slowly improving as 
staff find homes in the area. 


I’ompcy, 


H.M.S. DUCHESS 
THE LAST cruise of the first commis¬ 
sion will certainly be a memorable one. 
starting in Gibraltar and finishing in 
Stockholm. On leaving Portsmouth wc 
went out to wear the flag of Rear- 
Admiral Culhbcrt, Flag Officer Flo- 
tillas..Home, in command of the Royal 
Escort from Gibraltar to the Nore. The 
great honour of being chosen for this 
and the excitement and thrill of escort¬ 
ing Her Majesty home need hardly be 
stressed. 

At Invergordon. amidst some pretty 
hard work. Duchess won the obstacle 
whaler race against all the Fleet and 
now as I write wc are at Sea pa Flow in 
the midst of the Home Fleet Regatta. 

To crown a really grand cruise we 
leave here at the end of the week to 
visit Oslo. Copenhagen and Stockholm. 

H.M.S. PH®:NIX 
THE MOST important item of news 
from Phoenix this month was the 
awards, announced in the Birthday 
Honours, to Shipt. Lieut.-Cdr. C. 
Haynes, R.N., who receives the M.B.E. 
and the B.E.M. to C.P.O. J. A. Rad¬ 
ford. Our sincere congratulations. 

Although the wet weather caused a 
crisis in the cricket fixture lists, this 
past month has seen an inter-part 
match practically every other night. So 
far the Supply Branch arc the favour¬ 
ites, but Horsca and the Seamen teams 
may easily upset form. In the Inter- 
Establishment Knockout Contest, we 
have been drawn against R.N.B. By the 
time that this is being read, the result 
will have been resolved. Let’s hope 
that R.N.B. will have the same sort of 
shock as did Dryad when they were 
knocked out by Pharnix in the tennis 
competition. 

On Tuesday, June 29, a team and 
spectators go to the London sports 
ground of the Phcrnix Assurance Co. 


for a one-day match. The return will 
be played down here some time in July. 

It is intended, now that sports liaison 
has come about, to make this match 
an annual event. 

Wednesday. June 16. saw a party go 
to London, firstly as guests of I’athc 
Ltd., thence to Earl's Court to support 
Pompey. Although Pompey were 
beaten by Devonport. it was such a 
close thing that only three seconds 
separated the two teams. Vocally, the 
Pompey supporters had the edge of the 
others. So much so, that the com¬ 
mentator mentioned this in his broad¬ 
cast during the run. Next year wc 
intend to make even more chucking- 
up noise to assist in putting Pompey 
first instead of second. This vear has 
been a close affair. Hard luck. Pc 
well done. 

The fruits of all the hard work pul 
in on the gardens can now be seen. The 
roads, plots, all are ablaze with colour. 
If the plans for next year mature, the 
Portsmouth Corporation had better 
look to their gardens or Pluvnix will 
steal their laurels. 

Building and alterations arc going 
apace; likewise the foundations for the 
new tennis courts. With any luck. too. 
with buildings no longer required 
approved for demolition, this time 
next year will, wc hope, see a full-size 
football pitch being laid down in the 
Establishment. 

Still awaiting final confirmation is 
the proposed direct variety broadcast 
on July 22. If it is as enjoyable as the 
one piil over on the Light Programme 
on June 25. wc will be favoured indeed. 
Slop Press 

It has just been learnt that the 
Phicnix bid to put on a pageant, as the 
Royal Navy's contribution to the Ala- 
mein Reunion in October, has been 
approved by Their Lordships. Licut.- 
Cdr. E. H. N. Shutc. R.N.. will write 
and produce “Grand Ukkcrs." This 
year the Reunion will take place al 
Wembley instead of Earl's Court. More 
details will be announced later. 

_ “The Bird” 

H.M.S. ARIEL 
“At Home" 

ARIEL WAS commissioned at Worthy 
Down, Winchester, in July, 1952, hav¬ 
ing come south from Warrington. 
Lancashire. It is the Air Electrical 
School of the Royal Navy. The 
Southern Naval Aircraft Salvage and 
Transport Unit and an Equipment and 
Trials Section arc based here. The air¬ 
field is used for dive-bombing prac¬ 
tices by R.N.A.S. Ford and for 
weapon - throwing runs by H.M.S. 
Vernon. 

There arc over 80 Portsmouth 
Division ratings at Ariel, which is a 
Portsmouth "ship" for branches other 
than Air. 

Wc arc new to Portsmouth area and 
tnay not be widely known. You can 
get to know us better, if you wish, on 
Thursday. July 22. when wc arc having 
an "At Home.” This will include dis¬ 
plays by various departments 
(W.R.N.S., P.T., Band, etc.), exhibi¬ 
tions, sports and other competitions 
and demonstrations (fire-fighting, heli¬ 
copter. aircraft equipment). 

Admission will be free to Service 
men in uniform. Civilians will be 
charged Is., (children 6d.). There will 
be a children's corner and also refresh¬ 
ments. The gates open at I p.m. Pro¬ 
ceeds go to naval charities. 

If you find yourself with Thursday 
afternoon. July 22. free, come along 
and visit us. Apart from an interesting 
afternoon, the visit to the Hampshire 
countryside would be well worth 


while. 


Continued on page 8 
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THE FLEET 


AIR TRAINERS 
LIMITED 


The Royal Navy of the Future 
HISTORY OF THE FLEET AIR ARM 


AYLESBURY, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 


A career with interest and distinct possibilities is offered to 
suitably qualified R. N. personnel leaving the service. Working 
conditions are excellent and rates of pay above the average. 
Immediate requirements are for: 

ENGINEERS of University standard with a minimum of 
three years’ development or design experience in either 
electronic or mechanical engineering. 


AT THE outbreak of the First World aircraft had not been able to keep those two ships crept out of Brest, in 
War the Royal Naval Air Service, then pace, and in 1939. at the outbreak of fog, and steamed up the English CHan- 
in its infancy, consisted mainly of sea- the Second Work) War. the Fleet Air net. For this attack I.icut.-Cdr. 
planes and airships. By the end of that Arm's seven carriers, which included Esmond, the leader, earned a post- 
’■ ' ‘ ‘ ‘ cable the brand new Ark Royal, were humous V.C. 

t on equipped with such obsolete aircraft as | n , he Pacific war Brilish F , ec| 
r t ihe Sea Gladiator. Roc, Skua. Fulmar, carriers joined forces with the United 
imal- and-the Navy s mamstay-lhc Fairey states Fleet, their aircraft operating 
.orps Swordfish. Better aircraft svere to come, again*, Japan until the bitter end; and 
tnc notably the naval version of the more recently, in Korean operations, 
and , Hurricane and Spitfire, but in the open- carrier-borne aircraft again proved 
d all mg years of the war the pilots of the their worth, the Triumph being the first 
Is Fleet Air Arm were ill equipped indeed. arrivc and hcr ajrcraft , hc fir „ to 

■ "a „ „ . ... ..... operate against the Communists when 

land- The Second World War hostilities first began. Vany other 

S* Throughout the war, carriers were carriers were employed in Korean 
wh> ,hc main ,ar f c ' of ,hc enemy's striking waters throughout that war. 
a the forcc The naval casualty of the From small obsolete beginnings the 
»i s war was the aircraft-carrier Coura- Fleet Air Arm has fought hard and 
uiser * cou ** which, two weeks after war was well, and with great success. For the 
erted dec,arcd - was torpedoed and sunk 500 majority of attacks by naval carrier- 
I miles west of the Scilly Isles. The other borne aircraft it was necessary to 
.. . Fleet carriers to be sunk were the maintain secrecy as to the whereabouts 
. Glorious. Hermes. Eagle and Ark of the Fleet, and the policy, generally, 

r the R °y a| — lhe lasl named, according to was for the Press and the B.B.C. to 

r L the enemy's radio, on many occasions, credit these attacks to the Royal Air 
Of the seven carriers which were in Forcc. which is why. throughout the 

commission at the outbreak of hos- war. very little was heard of the 

tilitics only the Argus and Furious activities of naval aircraft. The wit- 

twenty years—from j survived the whole war. But these losses dom of this policy was borne out lime 

. . _ ■ ' «•* IHustrious. Formidable. The development of naval aircraft, 

developing aircraft was the respon- j Victorious. Indomitable. Indefatigable which got off to such a bad start, never 
Uibility of the Air Ministry. Naturally. | and Implacable, as well as many really caught up throughout the war. 

while grappling with such mighty and American lease-lcnd .'Woolworth | n this respect it is interesting to note 
i imponderable tasks such as building up ! carriers, and British "Light-Fleets of that the Swordfish was the only air- 
thc air defence of Great Britain, and of the Colossus class. As well as by these cra f ( to he "in" at the beginning and 
London, and while producing, from fine ships, Atlantic and Russian con- a t the end of the war. It is only 
scry slender resources, an adequate voys were also covered by aircraft from now , a f lcr n j nc y Car , 0 f p<. acc t y, U | 
'triking forcc to meet any enemy, the converted merchant ships, capable of Jcjgn j s beginning to match demand 
aviation requirements of the Fleet Air flying-off and landing-on a few air- ty, c lwo | atcM British innovations—^ 
Arm were low on the priority list, craft. These "Mac" ships (Merchant the steam catapult and the angled deck 
Nevertheless, progress had been made. Aircraft Carriers) did sterling work in —both of which have been adopted by 
and by 1938 landing on a flight deck all weathers. th e United States Navy, are a clear 

had become an accepted normal prac- Many million square miles of ocean sign that, in the modern Fleet Air Arm. 
lice and the aircraft carrier had become were searched by carrier-borne air- carrier design has at last to keep pace 
a recognised capital ship of the Fleet, craft. Enemy submarines could never with aircraft development, and not the 
I Regrettably, the development of naval he certain that an aircraft would not be other way round as it was between the 

overhead when they surfaced, no two World Wars, 
matter how obscure the ocean in which 
they were operating; and. of course. ‘ 

this sea-borne aircraft potential repre¬ 
sented an ever-present mobile threat 

Enemy surface raiders could be pur- \ I* YU If A , TUVf~’ 
sued and struck from the air in any sea. Ufl I I11U 

~~ anywhere, and at any lime. Although 4 I 

— the number of carriers was compara- /lilts . ItlaW 

^I lively small, this possibility represented 

. a vers real threat which effectively pre- NOT TO all is given the opportunity 

r vented any proper relaxation by the to rise above their friends on the 

enemy's maritime force. ground, hut a recent Admiralty Fleet 

■ Throughout the war the Fleet Air ° rdcr granted this privilege to certain 

Arm operated ashore as wall as afloat V! 1 "? 1 *' ln *"5 Aircraft Handler and 
and flew in every theatre of war. It is Underwater Control categories, 
not generally known, for instance, that The Fleet Air Arm has asked for 
many naval pilots were loaned to the volunteers from these branches for air- 
Royal Air Force for the Battle of crew duties in multi-scat aircraft and 
Britain, and in the Mediterranean, helicopters. For the naval airman 
several naval squadrons assisted the (Aircraft Handler) these duties would 
Army in the Egyptian and Libyan include target towing and photographic 
Deserts, operating from desert air- marking in shore-based, twin-engined 


TECHNICAL ASSISTANTS. Fleci Air Arm Specialists 
with good mathematics, technical knowledge—radio/radar or 
electronics. 


DRAUGHTSMEN. All grades, with a knowledge of work¬ 
shop practice for development work. Experience on Attack 
Teachers, or Fire Control Equipment, an advantage. 


INSPECTORS (Electrical Section). Electrical Artificers are 
invited to apply for these posts. 


Between the Wars 

For the next ,“™y __ . . r - 

1918 to 1938. when the Navy took over ; were offset by the addition of six Fleet | and time again 
its own flying once again, the task of ] carriers- 


INSTRUMENT MAKERS. MACHINISTS AND FITTERS. 
Good opportunities for O.As./E.R As., and Stoker Mechanics 
able to undertake precision work on modern machinery in 
well equipped shops. 


WOOD MACHINISTS. Router and spindle experience 
required. 


Candidates for the above posts should write fully to the 
Personnel Officer, Air Trainers Limited, Aylesbury, some six 
weeks before they are ready to take up employment. 


BRISTOL 173 (PROTOTYPE) 


Crown copyright 


VICKERS 525 (PROTOTYPE) 
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AN ALLOTMENT 


TO BERNARDS 


enables you to take advantage of a comprehensive 
and world-wide service whereby your complete 
uniform and every conceivable civilian require¬ 
ment for self and family may be easily obtained 
wherever you are serving. 


FULL DETAILS OF THE 
BERNARD ALLOTMENT 
SERVICE WILL GLADLY 
BE SUPPLIED BY OUR 
REPRESENTATIVES OR 
HEAD OFFICE 


Be sure to make out YOUR 
allotment to Bernards who 
SERVE YOU WELL WHER¬ 
EVER YOU ARE SERVING 


C. H. BERNARD & SONS LTD 

ROYAL NAVAL TAILORS AND OUTFITTERS 
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THE FLEET AIR ARM 
PIONEERS 

Development oj the Helicopter and the 
Fixed- Wing . t ircrafl 



THE PHOTOGRAPHS on this page ncllcr. This combination is used in the 
illustrate two fields of military aviation Viscount, a civil airliner, but it is not 
which the Royal Navy has pioneered in found in any other British military air- 
this country, the helicopter and the craft. In the Wyvern the turbine engine 
fixed wing aircraft powered by a drives contra-rotating propellers and 
turbine engine driving a propeller. ensures that the aircraft can carry a 

heavy strike load for a long distance 
Helicopters at high speed. The Gannct is a twin- 

Having led the development in the c , n ? inc ‘ 1 in «hich the engines 

United Kingdom of the helicopter for Xs TOsalrcmf, which ^s s£ci-‘ 

ssaroatMS 

n °on ^this^page'?s^an example 

‘V-VVelativcIy Jgc 8 iwitwo^ hc.i- fflTS gZ2 

copter which might be expected to on one cnginc whcn on pa(ro| . lhc 

required. 

The Sea Hawk 

The Sea Hawk is the standard Fleet 
Air Arm fighter of today. Although it 
has a higher landing speed than earlier 
naval aircraft, associated with its high 
lop speed, it gives such an excellent 
view from the cockpit, that pilots find 
it easy to land on the deck. The next 
generation of naval fighters can be 
expected to have swcpt-back wings and 
may be powered by twin jet engines 
employing reheat. They will probably 
be able to exceed sonic speed in level 
fiight and will be able to carry the most 
up-to-date air-to-air guided missiles. 

The Vickers Supcrmarinc 525 
Tlie Vickers Supcrmarinc 525. shown 
opposite shortly after take-off. is an 
experimental aircraft which has been 
developed for the Royal Navy. Us con¬ 
figuration with swcpt-back wings and 
twin jet engines typifies what may be 
expected in future naval fighters. 
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SERVICE FOR THE SERVICE 

UNIFIT 

40 MILITARY ROAD 
CHATHAM • KENT 



Telephone 4016 

169 QUEEN ST., PORTSMOUTH 
61a ST. THOMAS ST., WEYMOUTH 
30 KING ST., DEVONPORT 
also INVERGORDON and MALTA 

THE HIGH REPUTATION OF UNIFIT TAILORING LIES IN 
THE CUT AND SUPERB FINISH OF EVERY SUIT MADE 





WHY NOT JOIN UNIFIT'S ALLOTMENT SYSTEM 
AND BE SURE QF HAVING A TAILOR WHO CAN SUPPLY 
YOU WITH THE SMARTEST AND MOST UP-TO-DATE 
CLOTHING AT REASONABLE PRICES. PLEASE WRITE FOR 
A FORM AND CATALOGUE 

MEMBERS OF THE INTERPORT NAVAL TRADERS' ASSOCIATION 
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Command 

H.M.Y. BRITANNIA 
IT IS to be hoped that readers will 
forgive the author for adding to the 
many thousands of words already 
written about H.M.Y. Britannia. 

First a word about our ship’s com¬ 
pany. As many readers will know, 
volunteers were originally called for 
from all ships and establishments 
regardless of depot. Eventually 1,500 
selected volunteers were interviewed, 
some of whom had been sent home 
from foreign service for the occasion. 
Names of the selected ship's company 
were promulgated and shortly after¬ 
wards we were drafted in the Royal 
Naval Barracks. Portsmouth, where we 
were measured for our Royal yacht 
suits A special train took us up to 
Glasgow and there we joined Britannia, 
which was at that time under the com¬ 
mand of Commander J. S. Dalglish. 
During ihc following sis weeks we were 
all fully extended in the process of 
"working up." The author of this 
article has taken part in the "working 
up" of several ships, but can never 
remember a ship's company which 
worked as hard as did Britannia's 
during this period. Our first Royal 
duty lay not too far ahead, and there 
was almost a sense of urgency attached 
to everything we did. The weather did 
its best to hinder us. and soon after 
sailing for the first time we ran into a 
Force X gale, which was to be fol¬ 
lowed by others in the weeks that fol¬ 
lowed. There was little let-up after our 
arrival in Portsmouth, and I think 
that it was with a feeling of general 
relief that we finally sailed for the 
Mediterranean with their Royal High¬ 
nesses. They were to become a familiar 
and cheering sight to us all in the weeks 
ahead. 

You will all be familiar with the de¬ 
tails of our outward and return jour¬ 
neys. Many glamorous word pictures 
were painted of us. and at this juncture 
it would be appropriate to correct the 
impression that scents to exist in some 
people's minds, that we lived a life of 
unparalleled case and luxury. Our Ser¬ 
vice readers will have realised that an 
enormous amount of hard work goes 
on behind the scenes, and it is also 
true to state that we enjoyed a lesser 
degree of relaxation than we were 
accustomed to in general service. How¬ 
ever. the privilege of rendering personal 
service to the Royal Family and of 
sharing to a large degree in the colour 
and spectacle which always surrounds 
their movements affords a very real 
and satisfying compensation. 

Were any Royal yachtsman asked to 
recall the outstanding spectacle of our 
recent journeying, he would almost 
certainly select the occasion when 
Admiral The Earl Mountbattcn of 
Burma in H.M.S. Glasgow led the 
Mediterranean Fleet past Britannia at 
high speed to salute Her Majesty. This 
was a sight which outrivallcd any 
Hollywood extravaganza and one 
which most of us will never forget. 
C ertainly the moment of greatest satis¬ 
faction was felt when we arrived at our 
Thames berth amidst a deafening 
background of cheers, church bells and 
syrens, and the family reunion took 
place. It was on this same day in Britan¬ 
nia that the Flag Officer. Royal Yachts, 
Vice-Admiral Sir Connolly Abel Smith, 
who had assumed command of Britan¬ 
nia in Malta, was knighted by Her 
Majesty, an event which afforded us all 
great pleasure. 

With the departure of our Royal 
passengers the yacht was strangely 
quiet and it hardly seems possible as 
we lay here in our berth at "H" moor¬ 
ings off Whale Island that we were 
such a short while ago the focus of all 
eyes. We arc, of course, still in full 
commission and at short notice for 
Royal duty. 

Royal yachtsmen ashore arc still the 
subject of some curiosity, and most of 
us have, at one time or another, re¬ 
ceived attention from members of the 
public. The latter have asked many 
questions of us and as a result we have 
had to develop a degree of diplomacy 
in order to meet the problem of being 
sociable and at the same time reticent 


News (conld.) 

about the more personal aspects of 
Royal service. 

One big problem which had to be 
faced was the creation of a pleasantly 
relaxed and yachtlikc atmosphere into 
which our Royal passengers would 
settle comfortably, at the same time 
preserving the discipline and efficiency 
which exists throughout the Service as 
a whole. Careful organisation and 
whole-hearted co-operation by every¬ 
one solved this problem successfully. 

As far as living conditions are con¬ 
cerned it should be sufficient to say 
that we settled quickly into a familiar 
environment. Our mess decks arc some¬ 
what more roomy than we have 
hitherto been accustomed to, and the 
chief and petty officers enjoy as do 
ratings in new-construction warships 
the previously rare luxury of a bonk. 
Our food, leave and ship's routine arc 
on a par with general service, and con¬ 
trary to odd rumour we do not live 
exclusively on a diet of chicken and 
champagne, nor as was forecast by one 
extravagant citizen did ratings receive 
an issue of fur-lined hammocks and 
doeskin blankets. 

In conclusion, your Royal yacht 
correspondent would like to state that 
the only slight "dampener" on the 
great pleasure and pride we felt in ren¬ 
dering our recent service was experi¬ 
enced when reading articles which 
stated that Britannia was an extrava¬ 
gance and that the maintenance of her 
and her ship's company was an unjusti¬ 
fiable expense. No person who realised 
fully the wonderful success of the 
recent Commonwealth lour, and who 
appreciated our high status as a 
Sovereign nation, could countenance 
such an opinion. In the years to come 
we feel confident that Britannia will 
render such service as to please the 
most exacting section of public opinion. 


H.M.S. DAEDALUS 
H.M.S. DAEDALUS held their 
annual sports day on Thursday, June 
3. and a large number of spectators 
enjoyed a sunny afternoon. The meet¬ 
ing was held on the airfield under 
A.A.A. rules. Memorable perfor¬ 
mances were the effortless running of 
L.A. Smith and Wren Richardson, 
the excellent timing of E.M.A. Bur- 
bridge in the three miles, and the style 
of N.A. Watson in the mile. 

The humorous high-lights of the 
afternoon were the chariot race, in 
which all the participants collapsed in 
their eagerness to reach the winning 
post, and the boat races, in which the 
crews made feverish and largely futile 
attempts to keep in step. The veterans' 
races received much vocal encourage¬ 
ment. not always complimentary, 
though the efforts were prodigious. 
One very senior officer was observed 
to bite the dust. The obstacle course 
was heavy going and E.M.A. Blake 
climbed, squirmed and rolled his way 
to the post with commendable agility. 
The Tug-of-War Shield was won by 
801 Squadron after a hard-won battle 
with the Training Division. 

The shield for the highest aggregate 
was won by the Engineering Division. 
The prizes were presented by Ladv 
St. Clair Ford, who was presented with 
a bouquet by charming little Doreen 
Stevenson. 

HALS. STARLING 
SINCE OUR escapades last appeared 
in this column we have covered a few 
more varied miles. In company with 
Capt. “D” in Boxer, we had a week¬ 
end in and around Dartmouth with 
cadcLs embarked. CapL “D" put us 
through many rigorous evolutions and. 
as we executed these in competition 
with Boxer, they usually proved very 
interesting. Our repeated successes in 
this field arc always good for the 
morale. We were fortunate enough to 
be granted shore leave in Falmouth 
and the charming little village of 
Mcvagixscy. also in Cornwall. As one 
might expect, both these places were 
lacking in entertainment, but the 
ship's company managed quite com¬ 
petently. I thought, to make their own. 
The weather was consistently flawless 


during the whole trip, making it most 
enjoyable. 

Shortly after our return to Ports¬ 
mouth we were condemned to dry 
dock, where we arc now lying in an 
advanced state of chaos. We shall be 
very happy to leave this constant dis¬ 
cord of noisy machines and return to 
our normally tranquil existence. 

Our two cricketers, Lieut. Stark and 
A.B. Smcllic. have been playing regu¬ 
larly for United Services teams. A.B. 
Smcllic played for the Royal Navy XI 
versus the Free Foresters. He has also 
been selected to play for the Royal 
Navy Cricket Club. Lieut Stark has 
been selected to play, once more, for 
United Services in the match versus the 
Royal Naval College, Greenwich, this 
week-end. 

A.B. Milsom. who was so successful 
in the Command Shooting Competi¬ 
tion last month, has been drafted tem¬ 
porarily into H.M.S. Excellent as a 
probable for the Bislcy shoot. If he is 
chosen to shoot we are all confident 
he will justify his selection. 

Our docking period terminates early 
in July, and we are all looking for¬ 
ward to returning to the full pro¬ 
gramme. which is ours, for this month. 

O/Tel. A. S. Cook 


HALS. TENACIOUS 
THIS MONTH the emphasis has been 
on sport. Whaler crews have been 
pulling against each other, and heats 
have been decided every other day 
during the week. Training for the 
Squadron sports increased and reached 
the climax today with the sports being 
held. 

Between June 12 and 19 the ship 
paid a courtesy visit to Portrush. which 
is one of Northern Ireland's premier 
holiday resorts. Once again sport 
played a prominent part in the agenda. 
Several matches were arranged against 
Portrush. Coleraine and Portstcwart. 
Hockey and soccer mainly, because 
cricket was a "washout." Some games 
were won. some lost. However, after 
all the games meals were laid on, and 
excellent meals they were by all 
accounts. 

August will be "vale" for Tenac¬ 
ious, as we pay off, but the ship's 
company wishes Navy News all the 
best in future editions and Dews 
vobiscum. 

SPORTS.—I, Loch Ruthven, 43 
points; 2. Tenacious. 37 points. 100 
yards, dead heat between L.S. Lindsay 
(Tenacious) and P.O. S. M. Withcy 
(Loch Ruthven); 220 yards, I. L.S. 
Lindsay (Tenacious); 880 yards, dead 
heat. L.S. Platt (Tenacious) being 
among the two contestants for first; 
high jump. 2. L.S. Platt (Tenacious); 
discus. 2. E.M. Loach (Tenacious); 
mile medley relay. 2, L.S. Platt. 

In the mile medley relay L.S. Platt 
took over the baton 40 yards behind 
the rest of the contestants, by sheer 
determination, however, he came 
second. Well done. Bob! 

E.M. Loach had never thrown a 
discus before in his life, and did not 
even bother in one of his attcmpLs to 
"twirl" his body. All the more startling 
was the fact that in that throw he sent 
the discus for over 80 feet. 

L.S. Platt and Lindsay were presen¬ 
ted with two medals each, and E.M. 
Loach with one. 

The ship's company oiler their 
condolences to the rest of the team. 
We all know how rigorous their train¬ 
ing has been. Hard luck! 


H.MA. TYRIAN 

TYRIAN'S FIRST exploit after re¬ 
turning to Portland from leave at 
Chatham, was to spend a few days pre¬ 
tending to be part of the Home Fleet. 
More precisely, we joined in Operation 
"Loyalty." spending the second week 
of May in. and around. Torbay and 
enjoying some high-speed steaming for 
a change. Our part in the operation 
might be summed up as “Fifth from 
the left in the chorus." but we never¬ 
theless were very proud to be there and 
consider that our cheers were as hearty 
as any. So much so. in fact, that one 
or two seamen have had to be com¬ 
pensated for loss of caps! 

The following weeks were something 
of an anti-climax; the old daily round 
of “Casex" from Portland. At the end 
of May. Operation “Seaport III" gave 
us a real submarine chasing exercise. 

We visited Portsmouth the next day 
—Sunday—and enjoyed cruising up the 
Solent waving languidly to people in 
luxury yachts. We loaded topcdocs 
next day. and fired them, as a change 
from dummy squibs. 

We were back in Portsmouth a few 
days later, this time to embark a con¬ 
tingent of Royal Marines and R.A.F. 
personnel. Thus laden we proceeded to 
Cherbourg where they were to take part 
in the D-Day anniversary ceremonies. 
Cherbourg was found to be rather 
dingy but some people enjoyed them¬ 


selves to judge by the blcary-cycd 
appearance of so many on the morning 
after. Some wine taverns, it appears, 
remain open until 0400 hrs. Our foot¬ 
ball team challenged the French Supply 
and Secretariat School, and on a pitch 
devoid of so much as one blade of 

t rass and resembling a cinder track 
aid over a hard-court, we lost 3—1. 
The game was fast, clean and "con¬ 
tinental" and the thrills included 
Tyrian's missed penalty. The game was 
closer than the score indicated as the 
French scored twice in the closing 10 
minutes. 

Over the week-end, we ourselves 
took part in the D-Day ceremonies, in 
company with H.M.S. Rocket and U.S. 
and French frigates anchoring oil 
shore to provide background scenery. 
At Arromanches this purpose was 
rather lost as were were unable to see 
the shore. We can only assume that we 
were invisible from that direction also. 
However, oil Omaha and Utah beaches 
we were able to sec the ceremony 
taking place in the huge cemetery. 
During our return trip to Portsmouth 
our Royal Marine and R.A.F. friends 
told us that they had spent a very wet 
and miserable week-end under canvas. 
Having delivered them safely we re¬ 
turned to Portland—back to Casex. 

After a week of hard work we left 
on Friday evening for a week-end’s 
relaxation at Guernsey. There we en¬ 
joyed bathing, dancing, drinking and 
generally having a good time. And 
now? Back to Casex. but with 36 tor¬ 
pedoes to fire and 36 to recover in a 
period of 10 days to prevent us feeling 
too idle. 


H.M.S. WRANGLER 

THIS JUNE is our first anniversary 
month of being out in the Mediter¬ 
ranean. It seems but a few weeks ago 
we sailed from the Review and Spit- 
head. and now we will soon be one 
of the oldest members of the station. 

We have had quite a full year to 
look back on — Gibraltar, Istanbul. 
Bone. Athens, Toulon. Taranto, 
Tripoli, and two earthquakes and a 
hunt for the crashed Comet, "Yoke 
Peter,” to add spice to the mixture. 

So now we arc spending a "quiet” 
time in Malta, except that we have the 
Admiral's Inspection in July to occupy 
our time and minds. 

Soon we shall be going to Sicily with 
Wakeful for exercises with the Italians, 
during which period a lot of us hope 


we can look at the beauties of 
Taormina. It should be a worth-while 
visit. 


H.M.S. EXCELLENT 
THE ORIGINS of the Glorious First 
of June celebrations were explained in 
the last issue of the Navy News. As 
mentioned, The Queen's Royal Regi¬ 
ment and H.M.S. Excellent hold a 
yearly reunion, the celebrations being 
staged at Guildford, the Regimental 
Depot, and Whale Island alternate 
years. 

This year it was Whale Island's turn 
to act as host, and representatives of 
The Queen's Royal Regiment were 
entertained on May 28 and 29. 

Despite Ihc weather, the annual 
cricket match was played during the 
two days, on the upper lawn and this 
year the trophy, a silver rose bowl, 
was won by H.M.S. Excellent by six 
wickets in an exciting last 10 minutes. 
The teams were composed of past and 
present personnel, and Whale Island's 
team was captained by Capt. N. S. 
Henderson. O.B.E., R.N., a past Com¬ 
mander of Whaley. 

On the first night officers of Ihc 
Regiment were dined by the Wardroom 
with General Sir George Gifford, 
G.C.B.. D.S.O., tlic Honorary Colonel 
of the Rcgimenl. as guest of honour. 

After dinner, the officers joined the 
warrant officers, sergeants and old 
comrades in a stag party arranged by 
the staff instructors, the high-light of 
which was a sketch, "Cinderella.” per¬ 
formed by the chief petty officers. A 
trio of professional entertainers also 
assisted to keep the party going. 
Definitely, a night to be remembered 
and definitely a slag party. 

The following morning. 30 junior 
N.C.Os. and other ranks toured the 
Island learning a few secrets of naval 
gunnery, and were taken on a trip 
round the harbour, concluding with a 
visit to the Victory. 

The celebrations ended with an all 
ranks' dance in the Fisher Hall. Strange 
to relate, the men were out-numbered 
but managed to give a good account of 
themselves. 

It is to be hoped that the opinion of 
the hosts that the week-end was most 
successful is shared by the guests. We 
are looking forward to next year's 
celebrations at Guildford. 

C.P.O. Wtr. D. J. Mortimer 
Continued on page 9 


ATOMIC ENERGY RESEARCH ESTABLISHMENT—HARWELl 

There are a considerable number of vacancies at Harwell for ex-Royal Navy 
personnel, or those to be released during 1954-55, especially in the following classes: 
ENGINE ROOM ARTIFICERS 

ELECTRICAL ARTIFICERS (INSTRUMENT AND RADIO) 
ORDNANCE ARTIFICERS 
RADIO ELECTRICIANS 
Other Tradesmen are required and should apply. 

There arc also vacancies for both men and women for Resident Catering and 
Hostel posts. Process Work, Security Watchkccping. Laboratory Attendants, etc. 
Further details arc set out in the booklet “Careers in Atomic Energy" which can 
be obtained from the address below, or from the Rc-Scttlcmcnt Officer. Royal 
Naval Barracks, Portsmouth. 

Senior Labour Manager, A.E.R.E., Harwell, Didcot, Berks. 
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There was nothing rash about our decline, and readers will be pleased to 
reaction. We did not at once ring down learn that P.O. Buck, the Navy sprinter, 
for “full ahead," but proceeded with is making good progress towards 
circumspection towards the approxi- recovery from a cracked vertibra, 
mate position. It was the navigator which was about the most serious of 
who first espied the malicious, dark injuries throughout the display. After 
object bobbing up and down. Two a well-earned four days’ leave most of 
teams of six marksmen lay prepared the party will be settling down to the 
for imminent catastrophe, handling serious business of qualifying as P.T.I., 
nervously the triggers of 12 rustic .303 and the Royal Tournament will be a 
rifles, determined to sell their lives thing of the past—until next year . . . 
dearly. 

The Midshipman was detailed to „ . , 

keep the “object" in sight as we closed Kctircd 

on a steady bearing. The ugly horns Leaving the School for civilian life 
soon became visible, the spherical this month is Licut.-Cdr. R. S.Altwatcr, 
shape showed clearly as the object Hon. . Secretary of boxing, fencing, 
crested each wave. Yes, definitely a athletics, swimming and basketball for 
mine. '.he Royal Navy. Taking up the reins 

The ship edged shyly nearer the '* Licut.-Cdr. R. T. V. Kirkc, who will 
mine, while the safety catches of the be known to many for his activity in 
rifles were eased forward. The First national circles in boxing, athletics and 
Lieutenant was seen to take careful fencing, 
cover as the mine drifted past the , c 

quarter-deck, and was heard to mutter _ . , . 

"Not much hope for us now if it goes Doing much what was expected of 

« them, at the R.N.B. sports. C.P.O. 

At once a well-directed hail of bul- Johnson won the shot, discus and 
lets chattered, and even on the Bridge hammer: A.B. Grace won the javelin 
we could hear the deadened metallic •\ nd l um P- whilst L- S. Day won 
whine as (some of) the bullets found the 3,000 metres steeplechase and pole 


there will be Aunt Sallys. treasure Batting: Licut.-Cdr. (S) C. Weston, 
hunts, slides, tricycles, etc. 36.16; Leading Patrolman Webb. 29.5. 

Keen gardeners should view the Bowling: Licut.-Cdr. (S) R. Fisher. 17 
flower, fruit and produce show. wickets at 7.35 runs per wicket; Licut.- 

Many other shows and competitions Cdr. (S) R. Martin. 30 wickets at 7.52 
arc being organised. Prizes arc being runs per wicket, 
given for all competitions and races „ . 

and will be presented immediately after tjcnerai 

the races. On May 20 an opportunity was 

Tea will be available in the marquee given for all instructors to visit the 
on the parade ground for junior rates Yorkshire Light Infantry rifle range at 
and families and in respective messes Strensall. near York, 
for C.P.Os. and P.Os. and their families This proved to be a good day out 
from 4 p.m. and was enjoyed by all, particularly 

At 6 p.m., on the parade ground, those who managed to earn good- 
thc tug-of-war final will be pulled off shooting money, 
followed immediately by the Victory The Drafting Commander (S) from 
Cadets field gun run. Portsmouth paid us a visit on June 3 

The gala will be brought to a dose and talked to the trainees on the new 


vault. 


of relief as “Jimmy" raised his head encing 

apprehensively above the hatch, and Once again, this year the Royal 
the order "ten rounds, load," from the Tournament found the exponents of 
Boatswain. light weapons sorting themselves out 

It was the team of Dartmouth cadets into much the same order as might be 
who finally settled the issue from expected from watching form in the 
point-blank range. As the ship moved past year. C./Sergt. Anderson. Royal 
ahead the mine faded away below the Marines, again "cleared the board” 
surface. It is believed that the number with foil and sabre — enabling the 
of rounds expended bears favourable statisticians to record him as equalling 
comparison with such an action by any the number of consecutive successes as 
other ship, but we would far rather Dismounted Champion at Arms 
have our readers believe that this was achieved by Lieut. J. Betts (Army) 
a feat that ranks among the 10 most from 1906 to 1911. 
notable “unarmed" combats. Between them the Royal Marines 

A. W. B. and Royal Navy left little room at 

- the top for the R.A.F. and Army. 

r.T. SCHOOL NEWS Worthy of special mention is P.O. 

Sayers, of the P.T. School, who was 
Royal Tournament Display Party placed fourth in the foil, fifth in the 
AT THE time of going to press, with <l*e. reaching the semi-finals in both 
two more shows to complete, the dis- 'he bayonet and the sabre—being most 
play party from the P.T. School arc unfortunate in the latter to lose on the 
well pleased with the reception given hist hit of the last bout after leading 
to them by the public: no belter tonic hy three hits to one. Sergt. McKenzie, 
than enthusiastic applause to make up of the P.T. School, went two better on 
for the strain, and slight monotony, of ' a *' year's result (fifth) by coming third 
putting on two shows daily. The this year in the sabre, no small achieve- 

.... i_nvnf fnr his uprnnd "on** nt fhr Tnurn- 


slay with us. Come again sometime. 

Drafts 

In June we sent off new ships’ com¬ 
panies to Newcastle and Chevron, the 
former for foreign service in the Far 
East and the latter for general service. 
An old custom was revived when the 
new companies marched out of the 
barracks to their ship, being passed by 
the old companies on their way in on 
Lion Terrace. We do not expect the old 
ships’ companies to stay long in the 
barracks. Courses, jobs near home 
town and release will sec to that. 
Since the drafting feature in the June 
issue, a considerable number of volun¬ 
teers have come up for foreign service 
—good show. The new scheme is now 
getting into its stride and it does at 
times leave the barracks rather empty. 

Portsmouth Field Gun Crew 

From this column we should like to 
say "Well done" and we wish the next 
crew better luck—watch the chasm! 


broadcast from the Victory Theatre 
from 8.45 p.m. to 9.15 p.m. It is known 
that Raymond Glcndcnning will be on 
the panel of experts. 

July 31.—Navy Days commence. 


HAVE A 


ll.M-S. Victory C B C B E D S O.. C . ln - y u y . y “Y* . 

.„ . ...... ... 1 ,, .’i. j . . . Sunday service aboard quite regularly 

There is no truth in the rumour that The Royal Standard was broken at with , heir parciUs . and on 

the famous flagship is going to sea. The the mast-head and the parade advanced ma j. c tr j ps c f nava l interest with us 
small draft recently sent down arc to in review order giving the royal as lhcir hosts _ thc most reccn , being 
assist in showing round the lar^e num- salute on completion. The jeu-de-ioie by M F V to Spithcad to welcome 

her of visitors expected during the was fired and the parade gave three home the Ouccn 

"summer" months and on Navy Days, cheers for the Queen. The parade then Rcllerophon by the way, is the 
H N B Snorts parched past in column. “blanket-name" covering the whole of 

K.IN.B. bports Among the spectators were rcp fc * the Portsmouth Reserve Fleet, but our 

These were held at Pitt Street on tentative* of the Army and the Royal home is the cruisers Mauritius and 
Wednesday. June 16. in really fine Air Force; Brigadier T. C. Cooper, of Liveroool in Fountain Lake. We have 
weather. Hie competitors put up a Northern Command. Licut.-Coloncl recently been joined there by the Royal 
good show and the spectators were A. F. Tewley. of York, and Lieut.- y ac ht Britannia, which shares the 
treated to a fine performance by A.B. Colonel Colton, of Harrogate, amongst walk-ashorc to Whale Island. 

Jackson, who arrived in the barracks those from the Army, and Air Com- an j so f ar wc i,avc had no incidents,' 
the previous day and won the three modorc W. A. Stagg. of the Air Min- but wc hold our breath every time an 
miles race in beautiful style. Another istry, Harrogate, with others from the MFV swings threateningly towards 
hard race, the 3.000 metres steeple- Royal Air Force. that lovely royal blue side! 

chase, was won by L. S. Day. The The Chief Constable of Leeds and “Bally ruffian" 

aggregate cup was won by Frobisher his wife also attended, and civic digni- _ 

Division. The cups and medals were taries included the Mayor and Mayor- 

kindly presented by . Mrs. McGcogh. css of Ripen. H.MA REDPOLE 

who was handed a bouquet of flowers There were sea cadets from York. \VHERE GLORY SHALL LEAD US 

by Miss Pittard. It was a great pity not Harrogate. Leeds and Bradford, school .... 

to see many more spectators. Fuller children from numerous schools and WHEN IT is written in the talented 

details of this athletic meeting will be members of the public. and respected columns of one of our 

found on the sports page. Ceres is thus doing its part in show- provincial newspapers that a ship 

ing the flag in Yorkshire. without guns, torpedoes or other lethal 

Coming Events in July explosive blows up and sinks a danger- 

July 21— Victory Gala Day. On S|>ort floating mine off the Southern 

this day the barracks will be open from Ceres has not made a very success- coast of England—and that ship, 

3 p.m. to 7 p.m. to the families and ful start to the cricket season. Of the needless to say, is Rcdpolc—we feel 
friends of officers and men. It is hoped 13 fixtures arranged for May. two were this gallant feat deserving of fuller 
that the gala will be opened by some won. three drawn, five lost and three mention in a wider press, 
well-known personality at 3 p.m.. after rained off. Although this is not an The fact of the matter is that this 

which there will be races, competitions auspicious record, the games have all action was thrust upon us—a curt sig- 

and sideshows in the wardroom been closely contested and it is hoped nal reported a mine floating a mile on 

grounds. The races will cater for all that our percentage of wins will St. Alban Head, to the east of Port¬ 
ages and both sexes, a special one being improve. land, and ordered us to engage and 

run for pensioners. For the children Leading the May averages arc.— destroy. 


stronger ale 
at a 

lighter price 
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Command News (Contd.) 


History of 
Gosport Airfield 


ament his fight with Anderson, which Country nowadays, especially black 
he lost by the odd hit in nine, was the red cocks. With the help of his fancier 
best duel in the whole competition. It friend. Mr. W. E. A. Green, of Attle- 
was noticeable how relatively few borough,, this bird was discovered in 
people watch the fencing at the Tourn- Derbyshire. It was bred by Mr. Pegg. 
ament. Strange when one remembers of The Lodge, Ticknall, a gentleman 
that it was the "Assault at Arms" for aged 79 years, probably the greatest 
which the whole thing was originally living authority on game fowl. He is 
devised. Perhaps the fencers have only head gamekeeper of the C'alke Estates. 
‘ to blame, for from the now in the ownership of C. Jenny. Esq. 

ylc" (which was His great-grandfather and his father 
watch) modern have both been keepers in succession. 

and all three have bred the Old English 


COMPARED TO the vast modem air¬ 
fields whose mile-long concrete run¬ 
ways straddle so much of the country¬ 
side the Air Station of Gosport cuts 
a modest figure, but wc pride our¬ 
selves on a longer history than any 
of our distinguished rival establish¬ 
ments. 

Its history starts in 1858 with the 
building of Forts Grange and Rowncr. 
which comprised part of the land 
defences of Portsmouth, and beneath, 
behind and within their ravclines. 
lunettes, barbettes, machiolations, cren¬ 
elles and other fortress features of 
medieval origin have lived many gener¬ 
ations of airmen. Adjacent to these 
forts the government acquired a very 
large extent of land amounting to 
1.61R) acres. This was eventually to be 
converted into one large ' parade 
ground! One notes with mixed feelings 
that ihis project was never accom¬ 
plished. 

Six years after the Wright Brothers 
made their historic flight in America, 
two naval officers, 


themselves 
heavy old 

quite attractive to 
fencing has become so fast that even 
the officials have difliculty in seeing | Game Fowl since the day when lighting 
three hits out of four, anc 
man's untrained eye it is n' 
of movement followed by 

of War. 

a snort 
fencing circle: 

a statement by one of England's lead¬ 
ing promoters who says 
about 10.000 fencers in the country at 
the moment, and an ever increasing 
interest in club fencing . . . proving 
perhaps that it is not always the specta¬ 
tors who " fake" a sport. II. A. W. 


the lay- cocks provided fashionable sport: but. 
y a blur of course, they arc now only bred for 
'Council exhibition. 

to decide whose hit it was: not "Mr. Pegg was. in his day. one of 
to appeal to many outside the world's finest shots, and 150 cups 
Interesting, however, is and trophies bear witness to his feats 

" ..as a breeder of game and his shooting 

‘Wc (lave I prowess. 

“ 'Vanquisher,' the bird now pre¬ 
sented. is a true specimen of the Lord 
Derby Black Reds, bred for genera¬ 
tions from the original pit game. He 
now enters upon his naval career and 
will worthily uphold the traditions of 

. . the Senior Service." 

H.MA GAMECOCK ' 

TUCKED AWAY in the Midlands, 
where one would least expect to find 
"Jack." is the Royal Naval Air 
Station at Bramcote. H.M.S. Game¬ 
cock by name, which, like most other 
ships and establishments, celebrated 
the Queen's Birthday with a parade 
and march past, the salute being taken 
by Rear-Admiral A. R. Pedder. R.N.. 
who is the Assistant Chief Naval 
Stall (Warfare). 

The outstanding factor of this par¬ 
ticular parade is that although Game¬ 
cock is manned by Portsmouth, it is 
primarily a training establishment for 
Fleet Air Arm air mechanics, who arc- 
new entries to the Service, most of 
whom were being inspected by 
Admiral for the very first time. 

The most notable feature of Hit¬ 
parade. which impressed all the spec¬ 
tators. was the fact that no verbal 
commands were -given, all drill and 
movements being carried out to the 
tap of the drum. 

Even "Wobbler." a beautifully 
coloured thoroughbred game 
which is the ship's mascot, sect 
understand what was required of him. 
and stood perfectly still throughout the 
whole- parade in his cage which has 

this. 

Whilst oil escort duties 
day I overheard two civilians pass .... . 
following remark : "It's a shame that I ol 
the Navy have nothing belter to do 
other than moan about a good dinner.' 

I asked them what they meant, to 
which one replied 

from where I live there is a young 
map who has just joined the Navy, 
and he is home on his lirst leave, and 
all he seems to talk about is some 
cockerel or other that had died." 

To enlighten any (Other person who 
might be wondering about "the good 
dinner." here is an extract from the 
Daily Orders of H.M.S. Gamecock, 

dated November 27. 1953: . _ . . ,_ 

... , . half an hour, and in spite of intcrmil- 

Prcscntalion or New Game-cock tent rain and low cloud base, the only 
“The Commander received on be- item cancelled from the programme 
half of Gamecock a new mascot from was the parachute jump, which was a 
the Nuneaton Sea Cadet Corps. T.T. disappointment for everyone, but 
Vanquisher. there were lots of people who were 

"From time to time Nuneaton sea surprised that Mr. Rayner should 
cadets have received considerable help have gone up in the helicopter to make 
and encouragement from H.M.S. the attempt at all. The visitors were 
Gamecock, the Royal Naval Establish- thrilled by the massed takc-otf of 826 
ment at Bramcote. and have often felt and 801 Squadrons, which disappeared 
•he urge to show their appreciation in in the clouds, to appear again later in 
some practical manner. tine formation. Seven helicopters of 

"Lieut. F. C. Thompson, R.N.V.R., 705 Squadron flew past in formation 
the First Lieutenant of the Sea Cadet and followed this unique spectacle 
Corps. whose hobby for many years with a demonstration of the breath- 
was the judging and exhibition of taking manreuvrability of each of the 
poultry, realised that the time had three types. There was heard the loud 
arrived when 'Wallace.' the Game- shrieking of jets as a flight of four 
cock mascot, was due for well-earned Sea Hawks took off and carried out 
retirement on full pay. and set himself some high-speed formation flying, and 
the task of finding a worthy successor, after a very graceful performance by 
"Old English game bred to a stan- the Olympia glider, a lone Sea Hawk 
dard of excellence arc rare in the Old gave a very fine individual display. 


Jill Adams, new girl in Plncwood’s “The Young Lovers," 
found herself labelled Britain's Marilyn Monroe when she 
started her lilm career a few months ago. But Jill doesn't 
like the label—and as she has just beaten Iat Monroe into 
second place in a pin-up poll among British soldiers in the 
Middle East, she feels entitled to be called Britain's Jill 
Adams from now on 


l.icuts. Cochrane 
and Stocks, of the Submarine Depot. 
Fort Blockhouse, constructed a biplane 
in a large builder's shed in Elmhurst 
Road. Gosport. This was brought out 
to Grange Field and on November 20. 
I‘hi**, prepared for flight. Unfortun¬ 
ately. in some way the starting tackle 
fouled it just as the machine was rising 
and it dropped heavily to earth. Lieut. 
Cochrane escaped without injury but 
the machine was badly smashed. 

Shortly afterwards, under the aus¬ 
pices of a Mr. Patrick Alexander — a 
founder of the Royal Aero Club — a 
Hampshire Aero Club operated from 
the held using models of Maxim’s and 
Cody's aeroplanes. In 1912 the site 
was chosen as one of the first five 
stations to house the Royal Flying 


"Wobbler." who is a direct descen¬ 
dant of "Vanquisher," is now the 
ship's mascot. "Vanquisher" died from 
blood poisoning resulting from in¬ 
juries sustained during a tight with a 
rat. 

R.P.O. Bennett 


H.M.S. DAEDALUS AND 
H.M.S. SISKIN 

IT WAS very bad luck that the weather 
stopped so many people coming to the 
Air Day given jointly by H.M.S. 
Daedalus and H.M.S. Siskin at l.cc- 
on-Solent on June 12. Instead of the 
... | 20,000 expected there were only 2.9<X1. 
1 of whom 1,600 were adults and 1.300 
children, but this misfortune attended 
naval charities only, to whom the 
profits from pleasure flights and the 
sale of programmes, etc., would have 
gone. The organisers were amply re¬ 
warded by the obvious enjoyment of 
the visitors. 

.. cock . I There was a variety of interest and 
i„cd to entertainment to cater for all. In the 
static display all the latest naval air¬ 
craft were shown, and with them 

. .. examples of their formidable loads. 

been special!i iuiiit'ioV'occasions like The tarricr model of H.M.S. Triumph. 

which has travelled all over the country 
the other doing so much for displays and re- 
d, c cruiting. had a "new look" in the form 
‘ an angled deck, and there was a 
working model carrier demonstrating 
how naval aircraft arc landed on and 
operated in the carrier. Other items of 
a little way I particular interest in thc display 
demonstrated equipment used for air¬ 
crew safety, firc-lighting. aircraft 
handling and air traffic control. There 
was an ejection scat which was in 
constant demand for demonstration 
“shots" by children. Intricate lay-outs 
demonstrating thc working of airborne 
radar sets and aircraft blind-flying 
instruments. 

Thc flying display was delayed for 


Corps. No. 5 R.F.C. Squadron was thc 
first to lake possession in July. 1914. 
before proceeding to France on August 
15. 1914. 

In October. 1914, Squadron-Com¬ 
mander A. I.ongmore. R.N. (now Air 
Chief Marshal Sir Arthur I.ongmore). 
one of thc original four naval officers 
detached to be trained as pilots in 1911. 
was selected to form No. 1 R.N.A.S. 
Squadron as a proper, organised unit 
at Fort Grange. Pic first flight to be 
formed was equipped with 80 h.p. 
Gnome Bristol tractor-type aircraft. 
Ground-crew for thc squadron were 
rounded up from thc bicycle and motor 
shops of Portsmouth and signed on as 
direct entries in thc squadron. No. I 
R.N.A.S. Squadron proceeded to 


and chairs in readiness for thc 
"patients." 

My heart began to resume its normal 
position 


at least everything looked 
neat and tidy. Thc doors opened and 
in came the two teams, each consist¬ 
ing of a doctor and six nurses. For the 
next half hour panic ensued. Nurses 
changed from neat greatcoats to even 
more prim caps and aprons. Crates of 
bottles, looking more like milk bottles, 
were being unloaded together with a 
seemingly never-ending stream of 
Smith's Crisps. At last peace was 
restored and the operation ready to 


H.M.S. HKADINGHAM CASTLE 
2nd TRAINING SQUADRON 
OUR REGATTA crews have been 
hard at it of late preparing for the 
forthcoming regatta on July 7. Unfor¬ 
tunately certain members of our 
crews have left us (at the request of 
the Drafting Commander), thus wc 
have suffered one or two setbacks. 
Although it has not hcen all "plain 
sailing" practice runs have improved 
the standard, and wc look forward to 
a good regatta result as compensation 
for our part in thc Squadron sports, 
in which wc were unfortunate in our 
entries. Lady Luck failed to smile. 
Nevertheless wc did gel a mention— 
E.R.A. Whylcy being placed third in 
the three miles' race. A.B. Swann and 
Stoker Mcch. Lister obtaining places 
in the mile open invite. 

So far we have not made our pen¬ 
nant on thc cricket field, since the 
weather has been totally unfavourable, 
and the few days it has been kind to 
us wc have been at sea. 

Forthcoming Events 

Included in our future programme 
arc week-end visits to Torquay and 
thc Channel Islands, and if thc "buzz" 
is right, it is Jersey. Wc arc also guard 
ship at Shanklin regatta where, it is 
hoped, wc will enter crews for the 
local regatta. It is expected that wc 
may also manage a cricket match. 

June 18 

Last night wc held our Ship's Com¬ 
pany Dance at the Clinton Restaurant 
in Weymouth. It was quite a success, 
and Capt. "D" and his wife were our 
guests for a while. HLs wife kindly 
presented the prizes for thc spot waltz 
and novelty dances. 

The prospects of summer leave 
given from Portsmouth has given rise 
to a little excitement, since it may well 
mean a few extra hours at home to 
most of us. For thc bitter part wc find 
ourselves duty command ship between 
the first and second leave period. 

Wc say good-bye to four “old 
hands" from the Stokers' Mess; they 
will no doubt find thc warmer climates 
more tolerable than our own. but as 
one of our three-badge stoker P.O.'s 
reminded them "It was a two-and-a- 
half commish when I joined, my sons.” 
but that, of course, was a long time 
ago: a long, long time ago! 

J. R. M. 


Just 


beds, where the nurse affixed the 
Sphygmomanometer to his arm and 
said "Thank you. Doctor." 

Before he really had lime to collect 
himself he found 


glass tube in his 
arm and his blood running into one 
of the bottles. Some eight minutes 
later he was on another bed minus one 


of a packet of Smith's Crisps, his place- 
taken by thc next on thc list. Ten 
minutes after that he was having a cup 
of tea. It was so simple, so orderly, 
and everything moved with clockwork 
precision—in theory! 

Reality was a little different. Above 
thc general hum of conversation you 
heard "Name. age. place of birth" from 
thc tables where thc cards were being 
Tilled in. "This won't hurt." from the 
girls who were busy slicking needles 
into people's fingers. "No jaundice or- 
malaria" from thc clerks' tables. "The 


began to make their appearance. 

In 1919 thc Development Flight 
arrived and still exists today as the 
Aircraft-Torpedo Development Unit. 
This R.A.F. unit has for 35 years 
shared with Vernon and thc Admiralty 
Department of Torpedoes thc develop¬ 
ment of all aerial torpedoes. 

In the period between thc wars 


you. Doctor." Meanwhile wc were 
getting dangerously low on patients, 
and the Petty Officer with thc lorry col¬ 
lecting volunteers seemed to have dis¬ 
appeared off the face of thc earth. Wc 
had run out of tea. Someone on a bed 
had dried up and could only spare a 
quarter of a pint, while other old- 
established "customers" had come to 
give their usual pint of "Ncatcrs." At 
last it was 1215 hours and there is one 
hour's break for food: that is. for thc 
doctors and nurses. Thc male mem¬ 
bers of thc team disappeared with 
ominous speed in thc direction of one 
of the Petty Officers' Messes clutching 


on return to port and the names of 
many ships arc linked with the station 
—Furious. Courageous. Hermes. Eagle 


rons for a fly past on the occasion 
of thc Jubilee review. 

Throughout thc last war Gosport 
remained a non-opcrational station, 
being entirely engaged in training, 
maintenance and experimental work. 
In August. 1945. Gosport was trans¬ 
ferred to the Admiralty and resumed 
her original role as a training establish¬ 
ment. Probably the best known of thc 
units at present based at thc station is 
705 Helicopter Squadron, its aircraft 
making a strange contrast with those 
of 40 years ago. 


darts. 

Wc return an hour later and soon 
one gets used to thc normal noises: 
added to this there is now a heated 
argument among thc technicians re¬ 
garding thc efficiency or non-efficiency 


on thc dart board. Slowly thc after¬ 
noon draws to its close. I have my 


Capt. Charles Lindbergh and "Spirit 
of St. Louis” at Gosport in May. 
1927. Thc aircraft was flown to Gos¬ 
port for transport to Southampton, 
where it was shipped to America 


20th and. I hope, my last cup of sweet 
tea. Thc Petty Officer from thc lorry 
and I have a frantic discussion 
whether, on the day's showing, we 
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Navy News Crossword—No. 

A prize of £1 Is. will be Riven for the first correct solution to be 
opened on July 21 


Command News ( contd.) 


VICTORIA BARRACKS SPORTS 
DAY 

THE SPORTS day held by Victoria 
Barracks on Thursday, June 17, at the 
Clarence Ground was enjoyed by 
both competitors and spectators. In 
addition to the athletic events there 
were many events for the visitors, 
including several very popular child¬ 
ren's races. 

The Athletics Cup was won by the 
Seamen New Entries with a total of 
42 points. Second was the Ship's Com- 
ijnts, and the combined 


Dockyard Notes 


NEW WINE IN OLD BOTTLES 
DOCKYARD HARBOUR launches 
are not usually associated with modern 
technical developments, but- an ordi¬ 
nary exterior sometimes hides secrets. 

Harbour Launch D.12 looks like any 
other dockyard harbour launch and 
may be seen daily on a ferry trip to 
Gosport or doing a spot of towing. The 
only difference to an onlooker is her 
noise, which is rather like escaping 
steam with a subdued high-pitched 
whine. 

This noise is caused by her Rover 
gas turbine, which is now undergoing 
an extended trial. This is D.I2’s secret. 


pany with 19 . 

Officers, Chief Petty Officers, and Petty 
Officers' team tied with the Miscel¬ 
laneous New Entries with 14j points. 

The Field Gun's Crew won the 
inter-class tug-of-war in two straight 
pulls against 24A Class. The Divisional 


tug-of-war was again won by the Chief 
Petty Officers. 

Instr. Lieut. W. G. Thomas (100 


BIRTHDAY HONOURS £/Sig BaUy WO yards and 880 'yards) 

TWO DOCKYARD employees were have been entered in the Command 

Championships in view of their fine 
performances on Sports Day. 


ing will last five weeks for detachments included in Her Majesty's Birthday 
embarking for the General Service l ist of Honours. Mr. Edward Ballard 
Commission and it consists of re- senior foreman. Engineering Branch, 
visionary courses in weapon training, received the M.B.E. 

field training, naval gunnery, fire , Mr. Edward Charles Porter, cstab- . _ ....... 

fighting and damage control. At the bshed painter in the department of the given a special prize for perseverance, 

conclusion of this training each detach- - 1 ,K * * . ‘ "- 

ment has a passing-out parade. In each B.E.M. 
case, the captain of the ship concerned - 

is invited to the Royal Marines Bar- NEW APPOINTMENTS ...._, _.. _ 

racks, Eastney, to take the salute at THE HIGHER management of the lime, gathered round, 
this final parade of his Royal Marines Dockyard departments will shortly Mrs. W. Wallace Muir, wife of the 
detachments before they embark. have quite a "new look.” ' Commanding Officer, kindly presented 

Already since January. 1954. six Mr. E. F. Kill, the electrical engi- the prizes and was herself presented 
detachments have been formed and neering manager, retires at the end of with a bouquet by 7-year-old Jill Naish. 

trained in the Pre-embarkation Train- j une after 46 years' service with the - 

ing Company and a seventh has just Admiralty and a long period as » (1 orsuinmi rmtHUMt 
commenced its training. These detach- manager, first at Dcvonport and then ■ i., 

ments arc listed below: H.M.S. Cen- a t Portsmouth. Mr. Kill is to be sue- ROYAL.NAVAL CYCLING CLUB 
taur. H.M.S. Albion. H.M.S. Glasgow, cccded by Mr. J. W. Damp who. IT MAY not be generally known in 

H.M.S. Ocean, H.M.S. Newcastle, although he now comes from Devon- the Command that here in Portsmouth 

H.M.S. Birmingham, and H.M.S. port where he has been manager, was we have quite a strong sclf-supjx>rting 

Superb. a Southsca boy and was the first cycling club which caters for both 

In the early part of March, H.M.S. Portsmouth apprentice to win an elec- the racing and touring man. Run on 
Albion detachment, under the com- trical cadetship in 1918. the lines of civilian clubs, we partici- 

mand of Capt. J. W Potts, R.M.. had Another important change is that of pate in and promote both road and 


by O./Sca. Simms. O.JSea. Marsh was 

Civil Enginecr-in-Chief, received the After faffing "to'surmount' the” siippery 

ramp numerous times he eventually 
scrambled over, to the loud cheers of 
the many spectators who had, by this 


cuirs ACROSS 

I. No ha hr i« needed (or (hit walk (13) 

10. No sir! u> rope in (5) 

11. I could enter thh hu»incv* and be violent (5) 

12. A way to lie with dim it y (2 word* 2. 5) 

16. A lot o| thi* concerned nil. the play aatd (3) 

17. Printer’* river (3) 
l«. Eat rope (anai ) (7) 

21. Race *at (or thi* war-time Allied H Q. (7) 
23. Facial feature* of the man at the tail of the 
queue? (7) 

25. I he animal for the wheat crop? (7) 

211. Period in the middle of 19 (3) 

30. A little hit of Scotland for a little ooe (3) 
33. He who wa* amart when >ount? (2 word*. 


4. For wilting (lower*? (4) 

3. Hot product of a Slav Academy (4) 

6. Add two-thirds of 17 (5) 

7. O. my friend, you're a gem <4> 

8. Over the directors’ head*? (3 word*. 3. 5. 5) 

9. Splint*? (2 word*. 7. 6) 

13. In the dark (9) 

14. 27. A feature of northern wa*tc-land (6) 

15. Cknoe tent for *moker». (No larger lot* until 
later.) (3 word*. 3. 2. 4) 

16. Mo*t of 37 i* timed here. Empty town? (3) 
18. I* thin girl the ofT-*pring? (3) 

20. See 2. 

22. Bird aent hack in 25 (3) 

24. Female palindrome (3) 

26. Return from 14 (3) 

...__ 27. See 14 

38. Bra*e man numbered a* a Roman in the 29. What the hen mu*t do. The alternative U not 
* stated, hut it mutt all go hack (5) 

31. rhe colour of loch iced* (?) 

32. The voice of Royal Tokyo (4) 

34. Aden in the cloth (4) 

35. The fivh might *tay if it *howcd hesitation (4) 

36. The measure of a berry (4) 


track events. Our 30 miles tandem 
race is fast becoming'one of the most 
r>opuiar events in the Southern Coun¬ 
ties. 

Within the club we have some 
reasonably “fast" men, but unfortu¬ 
nately the cry of "draft-chif is heard 
only too often, and our promising 
riders pass on to other clubs nearer to 
where they arc drafted. One member 
now serving in H.M.S. Morceambc 
Bay recently broke the 10-milc record 
for Hong Kong with a time of 24 
minutes 58 seconds. Back here in 
Portsmouth no records have been 
broken, but some of the local handicap 
events arc being won by our riders. 

Club events arc being well attended 
and the number of medals being won 
is greatly increasing. 

We have one lady member only in 
the club, and if no Wrens are forth¬ 
coming it is to be proposed at our next 
annual general meeting that the club 
be made an all-male one (women- 
haters please note). 

Club badges arc now available at 
5s. each and arc ideal for jersey, racing 

vest or blazer. The Royal Naval ___ 

Cycling Association have informed us tomwcttoiw icquircd. 
that they arc able to obtain some ft* 
cycling equipment at cheaper rates, , ;OOD ACCO mmo 
and this should prove a boon to the course. Full w wn- 
lowcr-incomc riders. 

We have not heard from our few 
officer members for some time, and 
we would be obliged if they would 
contact us to keep our address register 
up to date. The last wc saw of a certain 
Rear-Admiral was after our annual 
dinner at 0030 one frosty morning in 
February, when he left on his cycle 
for his home almost 30 miles away. 

Any cyclist wishing to join the club 
should contact the Secretary at our 
Headquarters in the Nelson Tavern. 

Unicorn Road. Club nights arc held 
each Thursday at 7.30 p.m. With the 
inlcr-Scrvicc events drawing close wc 
arc hoping to have a number of our 
members riding. 


FURNISHED ACCOMMODATION. Reference, 
required. 35*. per week including ga* and light. 
Call on Sunday* only,—Mr*. Waller. 50 Wain** 
cott Road. Fa*tncy. 

TWO FURNISHED ROOMS. *hare kitchen and 
bathroom; 37*. 6d. per week including ga* ami 
electricity. After AustiM l*t. — E. Bambridge. 
S.R.N.. 31 Je**»e Road. S<*tith*ca. 

BID & BREAKFAST. Reduced term* for naval 
personnel; 7*. 6d nightly or 42*. per week.— 
Mr*. Whitfield. 15 Lion Terrace. One minute 
from R.N.B 

TWO FURNISHED ROOMS. No children. <0*. 
per week. Call after 6.30 p.m.—Mr*. Heath. 229 
Westfield Road. South*ea 
MODERN F’EAT. furni*hcd. Senior rating; 
Naval Scheme preferred.—Mr. W. J. Hodgkin*. 
249 I ahurnum Grove. North End 
FURNISHED HOUSE to let at Copnor; Naval 
.Scheme preferred.—Mr. A. II. Morey Snr. Cd. 
Gnr. Exp. Dept.. F raver Gunnery Range, 
Eastney. 

BOARD IA3CINGS. every convenience. Mr*. 
Woodwards. 26 Idsworth Road. Copnor. 
FURNISHED GROUND-FLOOR FLAT. 3ft 
an*, per week.—Green. 49 Gold*mith Avenue. 
Milton Park. South*ca. 

TWO FURNISHED ROOMS, use of kitchen 
and bathroom: no linen or children: 50*. per 
week including electricity.—Mr*. Boddcn. 36 
Derby Road. North End. Phone 6311. 

TWO FURNISHED ROOMS. u*c of kitchen 
and bathroom. No children. Call after 6 p.m. -- 
Mr*. Colwell. 20 Orchard Grove. Portchester. 
BED-SITTING-ROOM. u*c of bathroom, gar- 
LEWIS HAMPER CTAILORSI l.TD.. 171 P Thoipe. 44 Colville Ro»d. C,»h.vm. 

Llm Grove. Souilwc*. have a laric variety ol TWO FURNISHED ROOMS, uve ol bathroom 
cloth., maiic-to-mea.urc vuiu and covlumev and kitchen. No children.—Mr*. Hooper. 74 
rurmna aarroenu and customer.' own material Rmcbcry Avenue. Co.ham. 

TWO FURNISHED ROOMS, UK of bathroom: 
UH including electricity. No children. — Mr.. 
Han. 174 Powcracourt Road Port.moulh. 

TWO FURNISHED ROOMS, tuc of kilchcn 
and bathe,Him. No children. 3ft.. per week in- 
clunvc.—Mrs. Buckley. 52 Ca.llc-rrmc. port- 


( la.vilicil Advertisements may be 
placed at: 

Gale St Polden Ltd., Nelson House, 
Edinburgh Koad. Portsmouth, as well 
as at the Royal Naval Barracks, Ports¬ 
mouth. 

Private Advertisements, 2d. per word : 
minimum, 2 s. 

Trade Advertisements, 4d. per word; 
minimum, 4s. 

Name and address of advertiser 
must accompany each advertisement. 
Box Number, 9d. extra. 
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will begin rehearsing next week for too )( pa rt j n the matches played against 
their first ceremonial commitment a |hc Mcon Valley Lcagu< . Bellcrophon 
street-lining party for the State vis. Yard Craf , and thc cp fina , re f crce . 
of thc King of Sweden to London at Capt. A Unwin <| caguc chairman) 
the end of this month. This detach- introduced thc Admiral Superintendent, 
mentwll also be required to provide and Mr w A sobey ,| eaguc hon. 
a drill display at Chatham during thc secretary) outlined thc events of the 
Navy Days in early August. past season. Following thc presentation. 

The Royal Marine* Sailing Club K .. S°bey presented Mrs Hub- 

. , back with a bouquet and Mrs. Unwin 

Here is some useful information for received a similar gift from Mrs. B. 
all Royal Marines and their families Chadwick. 

(past and present) and all members of Dancing to the music of thc 
the Royal Marines Forces Volunteer D.E.C.S.A. orchestra, a very large 

Reserve and their families who arc in- gathering enjoyed themselves, with Mr. 

(crested in sailing. S. A. Peach as M.C. 

There is a branch of thc Royal Departments were represented by League by a clear margin. furnished flat with mc oi uthroom. No 

Marines Sailing Club at the Royal the attendance of Mr. and Mrs. King Each team in the league plays thc Sirtitaotc ^"souVEra. 

Marines Barracks, Eastney, and any (M.C.D.), Mr. and Mrs. Kill (E.E.M.), others twee, so with eight teams com- accommodation, homei,. clean; moderaic 

Royal Marines (past or present) or Mr. and Mrs. Ashworth (S.A.S.O., peting this means a total of 14 games. iern» — Mr.. Kind.ii. 21 Fcmhunt Ro»d. south- 

member of thc R.M.F.V.R. serving Priddy's Hard). Mr. Harris (C.E.-in-C.). To date H.M.S. Vernon has played nine ___ , . 

ashore or afloat in thc Portsmouth area Mr. Goss (principal. Technical Col- games and obtained thc maximum ..StwttuMmoiw c ’“ ld ««i*«>. paa 

may become a member. lege). Mr. Chadwick (vice-chairman) possible points from these with a goal exit aiicr 6.20 p.m.—Mn Lord. 27 Treviv 

Besides the ex-German yacht Sea and Mr. Shepherd (P.F.A. representa- average of 73 for and only 12 against. .. 

Soldier, the Portsmouth Branch of the live) were also present. In the course of thc season H.M.S. *SVgffr TS5J7 ..ylnyUT??' 

R.M.S.G has several 14 ft. R.N. The annual general meeting of thc Vernon has defeated H.M.S. Excellent 59 Co pyihot n Road. Cbpnor. 

dinghies and whalers available for league will be held in July when it is and H.M.S. Dolphin twice each, and bed-sitting-room, own cookcr/mctcr; 27«. 

sailing. hoped that new clubs will come along their nearest rival is H.M.S. Victory *$2£ i 2S; Mr> S " mh ' 

Those interested can obtain further and join up for the forthcoming with 11 points from seven games. Thc furnished flat with me of bathroom, 

information from: The Hon. Secretary, season. Information appertaining to final result of the league table is still Child welcome. 55 .. per week —as Abintdon 

Portsmouth Branch. Royal Marines thc league can be obtained from thc open, but the Vernon team is deter- *"““**• A _ 

Sailing Club. Tel.: Portsmouth Dock- hon. secretary. Mr. W. A. Sobey, 97 mined to collect those necessary eight 

yard Extension 6206. Highbury Grove, Cosham. points from its remaining games. suibbinron Avenue. Nooh End. 




PORTSMOUTH NAVY NEWS 


—singles and doubles—cups and 
medals being awarded to winners and 
medals to runners-up. Next season one 
team in South-East Hampshire League. 

Tennis 

Team in the Dockyard League, 
Division I, won promotion last season. 
The team play all matches in Ports¬ 
mouth ("home" matches Canoe Lake), 
where it has a regular booking for 
league games and ordinary club games. 

An invitation is extended to Com¬ 
mand teams to meet U.C.W.E. teams 
and to contact the U.C.W.E. Club 
Secretaries: 

Football.—Miss J. Howard. West 
Leigh House (Havant 641). 

Cricket.—Mr. N. March. Leigh 
Park House (Havant 691). 

Table Tennis.—Mr. J. Grccr-Spcn- 
ccr. Leigh Park House. 

Tennis.—Dr. G. Wilson. West Leigh 
House. 


BE IN THE SWIM THIS SUMMER 


Naval and Civilian Tailor and Outfitter 

U an accredited supplier ot "Swordfish” Swim Trunk*— 
Elasticated Satin at 21/6 pair 
. Lace-up style in Cotton Drill, Satin and Nylon 
at 10 6 to 19 9 pair 

Ampfe Supplies at our three Rrtwchei 

QUEEN STREET• UNICORN ROAD*STANLEY ROAD 

PORTSMOUTH 

W« cu also supply Track Suit* — Special Tarim to Club* and Ataociacioni 


HALS. DRYAD this, the Haslar record for every jump- 

Oryad Sports and Open Da, in * ‘ !ve " 1 was brok ' n ' 

. rrri'u \ vt • aiuu . ,i..n ^ % On Inc day itself. June 10. there had 

fL broke througf: a, midday^ 

sportsmen and spectators alike. roundabouts, magicians. Punch and 

For the first time Open Day was Jlldy and a!1 lhe olhcr lhjngs | ajd on 
combined with Sports Day so as to for their amusement 

provide more and varied entertainment _ 

for wives, families and friends whb Jft* “«* 

might like to sec where and how their ,h ' s had . J , n obvious effect on the 
menfolk worked and lived. The cstab- “ mes f °/. " los ' cven,s - 

lishment opened to visitors at 1145 wcre P cascd to tb,Bk - h ‘\ we , vcr - ,bal 
hrs.. giving sufficient time for all to ** S? U,<J rai * a reasonable team for 
see the various parts of the establish- ,hc Command meeting, and though we 
ment and grounds. An excellent cold f anno ' «° compete with the 

lunch was provided by N.A.A.F.I.. and ljr P e establishments from a . po.nt- 
a special lea could be obtained from winnsti* point of view, it is good to 
a marquee on the sports ground during IBink ,hal athletics are nourishing in 
the afternoon. lhc hospital. 

In the sports. Leading Cook Shar- . ° ne is inclined to think, in these 
man's performances were outstanding, circumstance*, that it is a pity that 
He carried oil first prizes in the high small and large establishments cannot 
jump, long jump and the discus, came "c divided into leagues in the same wav 
second in two other events and was in as sl *cccr and other sports. Perhaps, 
the winning relay team. The winner of I 00 - 'here is a case for introducing an 
the hammer event. I..S.B.A. Bctteridgc. intermediate Navy standard for each 
set up a new Dryad record of event. It is so much easier to sustain 
35 ft. 2 in. for putting the shot. Other enthusiasm if the standard for recog- 
new records were 19.5 see. for lhe n, *ion i*» not almost completely out of 
120 yards hurdles (Lieut. Plant) and rc ach. In how many establishment 
2 min. 4 sec. for the 880 yards (P.O. s P or <'. 1 wonder, is the winning time 
Isaacs). P.Os. Isaacs and Sharp, who f,,r <*'e mile much under 5 min., let 
are both Navy runners, were not con- alone lhc 4 min. 30 sec. required for a 
sidcrcd to he competitors in the events. Navy standard'.’ 

Teams from H.M.S. Collingwood. A great fillip *as given to athletics 
HALS. Mercury. H.M.S. Excellent, by the attendance of a number of dis- 
R.A.O.C .. R.A.F. Tangmere and linguished performers who very kindly 
R.N.H. Haslar competed in the invita- came along to demonstrate how the job 
lion rnedlev relay. It was a well-run should really be done. There was a fine 
race won bv Collingwood. whose tae- display of putting the shot and throw- 
tics brought them a well - deserved ing the discus by Sergt. Savidgc. and 


wins. They beat the Supply and Sccrc- Squash Tournament, but was drafted 
tariat team by the narrow margin of to Malta before the Inter-Command 
only three runs. Their win against the Tournament took place. 

Electrical Department was by one 

wicket. Swimming 

ITic best all-rounder is SA1. Baron. -j-|,e Command Swimming Meeting 
who in addition to hitting 50 not out. to bc hdd on Ju | y 2 \ and 22 before 
has had the bowling figures of 6 for 10. , hc | nlcr . Comm and Championships at 
Another ha| f-ce n, ury has been made by Sho ,| cy on Ju | y 2 9. p.O. Wren Shaw 
L.AVtr. Lewis and wren Kelland. H.M.S. Victory: 

Other good bowling figures arc: W[Cn romb5> HAl.S. Collingwood; 
A.B AlUn 9 for 3; Mnc. Oran. 4 for Wfen R|plcy h.M.S. Vernon; Lcad- 
0; E.M. Phillips. 5 for 8; Shpt. ing Wrcn Hc pper and Wrens Metcalf. 
Brown. 6 for 14. Smith and Jolly. H.M.S. Mercury; 

_ Wren Jones, R.M.B.. Eastncy; and 

Miss Workman. V.A.D.. R.N.H.. 

WANS. SPORTS Haslar. have all swum for a repre¬ 

sentative Command team which has 
Fencing had matches against Southampton 

THE W.R.N.S. team won the Women's this season. 


H.MS. DOLPHIN 

Dolphin Inter-Fart Athletics 
June 9 

THE ANNUAL Inter-Part Athletics 
were held under the not unusual 
weather conditions for this year, as 
the day was a bad one with continual 
rain and a strong, cold wind, com¬ 
pletely against the runners. Conse¬ 
quently times were slow and all the 
novelty events had to bc withdrawn. 

The Electrical Division won the day 


with 37 points, followed by HAL 
Submarine Trespasser with 33 points. 


iasscr wi 

a very good effort with the limited 
numbers available. Their tug-of-war 
team, in fact, entered harbour at 
1425 hrs. and were pulling in the semi¬ 
final at 1440 hrs. In this they were 
successful, entering the final "against 


COMMAND SAILING 
SO FAR this season the weather has 
been most unkind to those who sail. 
Of the (our Wednesday evening whaler 
and dinghy races that have appeared 
in the fixture list, two have been can¬ 
celled because of bad weather, and one 
was declared void. However, it has 
proved possible to hold the two Arnold 
Cup races on Wednesday afternoons 
as arranged. 

Three team races have been sailed 
bv the Portsmouth Command Sailing 
Association, two against the Ports¬ 
mouth Sailing Club, and one against 
the Royal Air Force Yacht Club. Of 
these the one against the R.A.F. Yacht 
Club and one of those against Ports¬ 
mouth Sailing Club were won com¬ 
fortably by Portsmouth Command, 
while the remaining one was aban¬ 
doned owing to lack of wind. 

The Windfall class have suUercd up 
to now more from lack of wind than 
a surfeit as last soar. Two Monarch 
Bowl races in fairly light weather were 
won by Mcon Maid (H.M.S. Mercury). 
For the Cherbourg rally on May 21 
there were only three starters, the race 
being won in very light winds by Sea 
Otter (H.M.S. Vernon). On June 3 
some six Windfall yachts raced from 
Southsca to Brixham in preparation 
for the Dartmouth rally. Again light 
winds were the order of the day. and 
Sea Otter won on handicap, with 
Marabu (H.M.S. Hornet) being first 
across the line. Of the races at Dart¬ 
mouth. Portsmouth yachts won on 
both occasions. Sea Otter winning one 
race and Marabu the other. 

By the time the next issue comes out 
the Portsmouth R.N.S.A. regatta, the 
Commandcr-in-Chicf's Cup and the 
intcr-Scrvicc races will have been held. 
It is hoped that they will he reported 
as being held in perfect weather. 


suit was the winning of the long jump 
by E.R.A. Whiteside (R.G.G.) with a 
distance of 19 ft. 4! in. His takc-oll 
for this particular jump was some 
9 in. before the board, and conse¬ 
quently, with training, he may well 
come within the Navy standard of 
21 ft. 3 in. 

The high jump. too. was a worthy 
effort. Lieut. Pole-Carcw cleared 
5 ft. 2 in. to win the competition, hut 
after the actual event P.O. Castle went 
on in practice to clear 5 ft, 4 in. Both 
jumpers stand over 6 ft. in height and 
used the scissors style. With coaching, 
both may develop into useful per¬ 


il AI.S. OSPRFA 
Sports News 

NOW THAT summer ha- 


s come to 
Portland, cricket, sailing and tennis 
are the sports which hold the interest 
of those at Osprey. Early in the month j 
our training for the Port Athletics [ 
Meeting proved to he insufficient, be- 
cause ill spile of the valiant efforts of 
Mid(S.) May. R.N.V.R.. we slipped 
into last place. 

So far our cricket fortunes have not i 
been much better. In the Revans Cup 
Indefatigable knocked us out by a 
narrow margin. However, in friendly 
matches the Royal Engineers. Abbots- 
bury. and R.A.F. Ringstead gave us 
the satisfaction of winning. The Ward-1 
room team also had the satisfaction of 
beating their Vernon opposite num- 
bers by 90 runs to 57. 

Our sailing fortunes have a brighter 
look to them. The races for the Port- 
land Sailing Trophy have not yet been i 
sailed off. but if performances to date | 
arc anything to go by. then Osprey 
should do well. 


also won the ladies race. I h< 
Divisional Cup was won bv the Supply 

121....I .. .. . 1 l ‘ .i ix:. * ! ■ 


Electrical and Fort Purhrook Division, 
who had 192 points. 75) points more 
than their nearest rival, the officers. 

The day ended with a highly 
ccssful danci - — 


_ . suc- 
at the Empress Ballroom, 
which was visited by 
Michael Dennison and Dulcic Gray, 
who were appearing at the King's 
Theatre. Their attendance was greatly 
appreciated, particularly by those 
ratings who danced with Miss Gray. 

Cricket 

In the first round of the Intcr- 
Establishnicnt Knock - out. H.M.S. 
Dryad dismissed H.M.S. Collingwood 
for 91 alter declaring at 128 for 6 
(A.B. Lewis 56 not out and A.B. 
Wallace 33) 

Soft-ball 

Started last year in Dryad, soft-ball 
has now reached the stage of Inter- 
Departmental League. Friendly 
matches with other 
would be welcomed. 


visited by 


Bournemouth. T he team captain skip- L-' e 
pc red a league representative side j 1°'* 

versus Gosport League on Boxing I T 

Day. j ecnl 

Cricket | 

There is no regular club now. but a vin 
side is raised annually for two fixtures \ 
with Havant Wednesday. In 1953 they j 
reached the final of the Coronation 
Knock-Out Cup Competition, being 
beaten, in a close finish by Havant 
Rovers C.C. 

Table Tennis 1 Engine Room .. 2 2 — 4 

One team in Portsmouth Table ‘jV;"?!,, «'j, n " t , , a 

Tennis League ended season as run- ' , 7 ! 1 

ners-up in Division III. Two teams in p, ™-” , " " ; * % 

Dockyard Table Tennis League: one loMAComm 3 2 7 

team in Portsmouth Table Tennis Lomm ' •• \ 1 ^2 

Ladies' League. Division II. Also an r'® 1, '■ ■ ■ ■> i 0 

annual handicap knock-out tourna- j The Chief Petty Officers and Petty 
ment is held within the Establishment have figured in two somewhat exciting 

PublivheJ b> Navs News Committee. Roval Naval Barracks. Portsmouth, and Primed by Gale 4 Poldcn. Lid., ai Iheir Wellington Prc.s Aldershot Him 
At'ViartuwrNi M svsr.lis • Gale 4 Pulden. Ltd. Ideal House. Argrll Street. London W.l. Tel. Gerrard 4171 


HASLAR SPORTS DAY 

LOOKING BACK over the month of 
June, with its almost perpetual rain, it 
is difficult to recall that it had been 
possible to run a successful athletic 
meeting We had such a meeting at 
Haslar. however, and that everything 
went smoothly does great credit to the 
organisers, who were ably assisted by 
P.T.ls. from many establishments in 
the port. 

Preliminary heats and jumps took 
place on Monday and Tuesday. June 7 
and 8. Competitors in the jumps found 
conditions difficult: the take-off was 
very boggy and a high wind was blow¬ 
ing into the jumpers' faces. In spite of 


Reverse Fleet Flagship Group Cricket 
League 

P. W. L.PLS, 


Squash 

Wrens Slater. Newman and Lane, all 
from H.M.S. Vernon, and Leading 
Wren Buckingham, from HALS. 
Dryad, represented Portsmouth Com¬ 
mand in the Inter-Command Squash 
Tournament at the Royal Naval Col¬ 
lege. Greenwich. Wren Southwood. 
H.M.S. Vernon, won the Command 


Colleen Miller. Unisersal-lnter- 
nalional's new contract actress 


Idea! Ut»u'c. Argyll Street. London W.l. Tel. Gerrard 4171 




